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Roof decking has begun on the the student center and residence hall, and workers are closing in the residence hall building for the winter. In | 
preparation for strong winds from Hurricane Sandy, PC Construction decided to lay down the crane. 


Youth Voters, The Uninformed 


By Liam Connors 
Staff Writer 


“T never sent in my absen- 
tee ballot or watched any of the 
debates,” said Greg Rodriques, 
a junior at St. Michael’s from 
Mass. “I think my state is pretty 
much decided anyways.” 

Rodriques is one of many 
young people not voting in the 
upcoming election of Nov. 6. 

In 2008, record numbers 
of young voters came out to 
the polls. According to a study 
by The Center for Information 
and Research on Civic Learn- 
ing Engagement, an estimated 
23 million people under the age 
of 30 voted. This increase of 3.4 
million from -2004 to 2008 had 
people speculating if 2012 would 
bring a further increase in youth 
voting participation. However, 
according to a Gallup Poll from 
July, only 58 percent of 18 to 29 
year old said they were planning 
to vote. Compared to 2004, this 





is a 20 percentage point drop 
in the number of young people 
planning to vote. 

“Their hope and change 
seemed to be an exciting pros- 
pect in 2008,” professor William 
Grover of the political science 
department said. There doesn’t 
seem to be that kind of enthu- 
siasm here in 2012. We won’t 
know what it'll be like in 2012 
until Nov. 6, but by all indica- 
tions it doesn’t look good.” 

Many of the young people 
that enthusiastically supported 
Obama last election might feel 
disappointed by his performance 
these last four years, according 
to Grover 

“Tt’s really important when 
you vote your second time be- 
cause you get excited to do it the 
first time and if your hopes get 
dashed, you won’t vote again for 
a while,” Grover said. “If you get 
a person back to the polls a sec- 
ond time you’ve kind of hooked 
them on voting.” 





While the youth turnout is 
predicted to be low this year, the 
trend of low youth voter turnout 
is hardly new. 

“Young people have not 
voted in large numbers,” said 
John Hughes of the political sci- 
ence department. “They’re a de- 
pressed voting group.” 

An argument for why youth 
don’t vote is that since they move 
around frequently, they don’t al- 
ways change their voter registra- 
tion Hughes said. 

“In the United States, you 
have to go to city hall, you have 
to take this oath and maybe 
young people because they move 
around a lot, don’t get around to 
registering,” Hughes said. 

Another argument, Hughes 
said, is that young people are 
rootless and apathetic. 

“ve never bought that,’ 
Hughes said. “It’s been my ex- 
perience with my students that 
they’re very committed, but their 
commitment to social causes 


does not translate into voting. 
When you don’t vote you’re let- 
ting someone else define your 
future.” 

“Tt’s important to vote be- 
cause the concept of popular 
sovereignty which underlies de- 
mocracy suggests that the peo- 
ple’s views should be supreme 
and voting is one way you gauge 
what the people’s views are,” 
Grover said. 

Senior Ted Kenney will be 
voting in local and state elec- 
tions, but is abstaining from vot- 
ing in the presidential race as he 
did in 2008. 

“I don’t want to consent to 
candidates I don’t agree with or 
vote for a candidate that won’t 
win,” Kenney said. 

Kenney does not believe 
that either Barack Obama or Mitt 
Romney would change anything 
if they were elected. 

“I wish people would be- 
come informed enough to realize 

See YOUTH on page 8 
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You Decide: Comparing Presidential Platforms 


pecs 


- Domestic Policy: 





Gun Control - Obama agrees to an individual’s right to bear arms, in principle, 
but does not oe it as an pbsolute aoe and considers it as a negotiable subject. 





S Bilacation - Dona implemented the Race to the Top initiative, which has al- 
ready helped spur 46 states to raise standards by rewarding innovation and positive 
reforms in local schools. Also, by doubling funding for Pell Grants and establishing a 
college tax ee Cosmas is eres higher education within reach for millions more 
Americans. 


iienajec atin - tee border security and President Obama refuses to give up 
on the DREAM Act. He believes that young people, who were brought here through 
no fault of their own, should be able to earn citizenship through military service or 
the pursuit of a higher education. 


Health Care - His landmark Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 
was signed into law after a hard-fought battle with Republican legislators. The act 
introduced comprehensive reforms on national health care legislations and will even- 
tually expand coverage to 32 million uninsured Americans. This is often referred to 
as “ObamaCare.” 


_ Gay Rights - Obama is fundamentally supportive towards the LGBT commu- 
nity, but admits to internal conflicts in reconciling his social and religious beliefs. 
However, Obama publicly announced his endorsement of same-sex marriage during 
the taping of an interview with ABC’s Robin Roberts on May 9, 2012. Ended “Don’t 
Ask Don’t Tell”. 


Economy: 


Taxes - The Obama campaign stresses using the middle class to help the economy 
as opposed to a top down approach. According to Obama’s website, “No household 
making more than $1 million each ae should pay a smaller share of their income in 
taxes than a middle-class family pays.” 

ein addition, Obama Pepetiees not to raise taxes for te that make less than 
$250, pou: 


_ Spending - Using a combination of spending cuts and revenue increases, Obama 
plans to cut the deficit by upwards of $4 trillion over the next ten years. His plan cites 
a ratio of $2.50 of spending cuts to every dollar of revenue increases. 


Regulations - Obama is also stressing the creation of jobs. He has set the goal 
of creating one million manufacturing jobs by 2016. He has also stated that he will 
eliminate tax breaks for companies that choose to export jobs and offer incentives for 
those that bring jobs to our country. 

Improving infrastructure is important to Obama, who sees such improvements 
as important to helping our economy grow as well as creating new jobs. 


Romney 


Domestic Policy: 


Gun Control - Romney most recently stated that he believes in enforcing the 
current gun control policies. “What I believe is we have to do is to make enormous 
efforts to enforce the gun laws that we have and to change the culture of violence we 
have,” Romney said in the second debate. 


Education - Romney supports free college education at state universities for 
students who graduate in the top 25 percent of their class. He has also expressed that 
higher spending by schools doesn’t lead to higher results and that smaller class sizes 
only matter to teacher’s unions. 


Immigration - Romney supports a self-deportation plan, where immigrants 
choose to leave the country and then apply to become legal immigrants. They would 
choose to leave the inability to obtain employment without verification card. 


Health Care - Despite having implemented a universal healthcare plan as Goy- 
ernor of Massachusetts, Romney is against “ObamaCare.” Romney argues that Rom- 
neyCare is for state-level use and not federal. “And as governor of my state, I was able 
to get 100% of my people insured, all my kids, and about 98 percent of the adults,” 
Romney said in the second Presidential debate. 


Gay Rights - Romney supports everything but marriage for same-sex couples.“I 
can see rights, such as hospital visitation rights, and similar types of things, being 
provided to those individuals. But marriage for me continues to be a relationship 
between a man and a woman,” Romney said in a Sept. 2012 interview with Univision 
Noticias. 


Economy: 


Taxes - Romney intends to cut 20 percent across the board and do away with 
the estate tax. He would also cut corporate taxes 25 percent, while the number is 
currently at 35 percent. 


Spending - Reduce federal spending from 24 percent to 20. Romney has been 
vague on his strategy to lower the spending. He is looking to cut the 20 percent that 
won't grow. Romney will be cutting programs and companies like Amtrak ($1.6 B), 
National Endownment for the Arts and Planned Parenthood. Even with 4 percent 
growth, he admits we need $500 billion in cuts to put annual spending back where 
we are now. Romney only lists $320 billion in his plan. In order to pay for tax cuts, 
Romney would eliminate middle-class deductions like mortgage interest, charitable 
deductions and student loan deductions. Romney would probably increase deficits 
dramatically, according to Patrick Walsh of the St. Michael’s Economics Department. 


Regulations - Repeal Obamacare, Dodd-Frank of Wall St. and change Sarbares- 
Oxley, an accounting reform passed after Enron. 


Sources: Candidate Comparison, BarackObama.com, 
Education.com, Professor Reza Ramazani and Professor 
Patrick Walsh of the St. Michael’s Economics Department. 





Obama 


Foreign Policy: 


China: Obama supports standing up to China and taking on its unfair trade prac- 
tices by creating a trade enforcement union to level the playing field on fair trade. 
He also supports doubling exports and creating over a million manufacturing jobs to 
ensure that no working-class jobs get shipped overseas. 


Iraq: Obama continually backs up his success with bringing U.S. troops home 
from Iraq and has promised that troops in Afghanistan will safely be brought home by 
2014. He also has been reiterating his decision to raid the city of Abbottabad, Pakistan 
to kill Osama bin Laden as proof of his harsh stance against al-Qaeda. 


Iran: As with many countries in the Middle East, both Obama and Romney have 
called for promotion of economic development, gender equality, and better education. 
However, with Iran specifically, Obama is in favor of strong leadership and sanctions 
towards them because of their current nuclear program. On the recent foreign policy 
debate in Florida, Obama said, “What we need to do with respect to the Middle East is 
strong, steady leadership - not wrong and reckless leadership that is all over the map.” 


Syria: Obama supports those who will rise up against Bashar al-Assad and his 
regime; however, he does wish to take a more tentative approach when providing 
them with weapons to ensure that, if they are successful, they will continue to be our 
allies for the foreseeable future. This has been met with criticism by the president’s 
opponent, who unequivocally claims that “We should be playing the leadership role.” 


National Defense: Obama’s campaign stands for “progress towards a world with- 
out nuclear weapons,” according to his campaign ads. This will be attained though 
ensuring that all vulnerable nuclear materials are secured in the next four years and 
includes prevention of manufacturing of nuclear materials in North Korea and Iran. 
National security also means strengthening alliances with other entities such as Is- 
rael, NATO and our allies in Asia and Latin America. 


College Spending: 


Tax Credit: Obama will make sure The American Opportunity Tax Credit will 
be fully refundable and will ensure that the first $4,000 of a college education is com- 
pletely free for most Americans. 


Financial Aid: Obama’s plan will eliminate the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). Financial aid will be based on a simpler, yet equally accurate 
formula so that students can predict their eligibility in advance. 


Pell Grants: Obama will increase the Pell Grant to $5,400 over the next few 
years; he will work to ensure that the maximum Pell Grant award is increased for 
low-income students. : 


Community College Partnerships: This program will strengthen community 
colleges by providing grants to analyze high-demand skills and technical education, 
to implement new associate of arts degree programs, and to reward institutions that 
increase their numbers of graduates and transfer students to four-year institutions. 


Bank Subsidies: Obama will eliminate the more expensive private loan program 
and will direct that money into aid for students. 
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Romney 


Foreign Policy: 





China: Romney has been very critical of China during his campaign, accusing 
it of cheating and stealing jobs from the American people. He has also criticized the 
Obama administration for surrendering trade to China and has suggested that as 
president he would not hesitate to designate the country a trade manipulator, if they 
do not change their ways. 


Iraq: While Romney supported the War in Iraq during the Bush administra- 
tion, he has said the post-invasion actions were mishandled. Romney has specifical- 
ly criticized Obama and his administration for saying all American combat troops 
had been withdrawn from the country. 


Iran: Romney has criticized the president for failing to place proper sanctions 
on Iran in order to make sure that they are unable to develop nuclear weaponry. He 
has gone on to suggest that if Obama is re-elected that Iran will possess nuclear 
weapons in the next four years. In the most recent debate Romney vowed to impose 
“crippling” sanctions on Iran in order to prevent them from developing nuclear 
weapons. 


Syria: Romney has said that he is in favor of providing support for Syrian 
opposition groups although recognizing that it is crucial the United States remains 
accountable and is able to make sure that the weapons do not fall into the wrong 


‘hands. 


National Security: Romney feels that U.S. should increase military spending 
to 4 percent of the country’s GDP. He also believes that the Government should in- 
crease the active duty work force by ten thousand. Romney has promised to reverse 
the Obama defense spending cuts and increase spending on ballistic-missile system 
to defend against the threat of a nuclear attack. 


College Spending: 


Tax Credit: Romney would allow Obama’s American Opportunity Tax Credit to 
expire and revert to the old HOPE tax credit, which gives less to students and is less 
expensive for the government. 


Financial Aid: Romney is against Obama’s nationalization of student loans and 
wants to reintroduce banks and private lenders into the federal loan market. 


Pell Grants: He wants to refocus the grant to those who need it most. This would 
limit the eligibility for students and lower the awards given to those who receive the 
maximum amount. 


Subsidized Federal Loans: Agrees with Obama in extending the discounted 
interest rate. This is set to increase from 3.4 percent to 6.8 percent in July. 


Sources: Factcheck.org, BarackObama.com, CNN.com, 
Washington Post, Huffington Post, Associated Press, Education. 
com, MittRomney.com, ThinkProgress.org, Onthelssues.org 
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Obama, Romney Vow to Create Jobs 


By Morgan Brown 
Staff Writer 


Ask any student on a college 
campus why he or she shells out 
tens of thousands of dollars to 
attend classes each year, and the 
answer will most likely be: “to 
get a good job.” 

But that assumes that a posi- 
tion is available. 

With a national unemploy- 
ment rate that only recently 
dipped under 8 percent, many 
college graduates are finding 
that a degree does not guaran- 
tee a job. St. Michael’s alumnus 
Mike DiGiorgio, who graduated 
last May, said he sent his resume 
to more than 10 companies and 
had four or five interviews, be- 
fore landing a temporary job as 
a staff accountant at Hologic, a 
company based in Boston. 

“The job market was just 
horrendous,” DiGiorgio said. “In 
my experience, you go into an 
interview, and they either want 
someone who has been in the 
industry for three years, or I’ve 
actually been overqualified for a 
job.” 

The economy remains one 
of the most important issues for 
the presidential candidates, who 
must convince voters, many of 
whom are college students or 
recent graduates like DiGiorgio, 
that they hold the key to eco- 
nomic turnaround. Some politi- 
cal scientists don’t think it’s that 
simple. 

On his campaign website, 
Barack Obama displays a graph 
showcasing “31 straight months 
of job growth.” He explains an 
economic plan .that would in- 
crease manufacturing jobs, push 
Congress to invest in infrastruc- 
ture development and eliminate 
tax breaks for companies that 
send jobs overseas. 

Mitt Romney counters, us- 
ing his website to explain to vot- 
ers his Five-Point Plan: “A plan 
for more jobs and more take- 
home pay.” 

The plan, as one might 
guess, consists of five objec- 
tives: obtain energy indepen- 
dence, provide higher education 
options, create a better trade 
environment, cut the deficit, and 
champion small business. 


Throughout the presiden- 
tial debates, both Romney and 
Obama have made clear their 
shared goals of correcting the na- 
tional budget, reducing national 
debt, and championing business 
growth. Differences appear in 
the strategies each candidate has 
for enacting these changes. 

“T think that what the two 
contending platforms in 2012 
are really like are two compet- 
ing economic philosophies,” said 
St. Michael’s political science 
professor William Grover. He 
explained that Obama advocates 
a system which uses government 
spending to create jobs and other 
programs, while Romney sub- 
scribes to a 19th century philos- 
ophy, in which the government 
plays a much smaller role. 

“J think the presidency is 
overrated as an institution that 
has a direct, immediate impact 
on the economy or the job mar- 
ket,” Grover said. “The presi- 
dent individually has very little 
he can do to directly impact the 
job market,” he explained, refer- 
encing the fact that the president 
must also rely on the cooperation 
of Congress to enact changes. 

Class of 2013 President Nora 
Moore echoed Grover, question- 


ing the promises made by each 
candidate to create jobs. 

“You could be persuasive, 
but how do you actually do it?” 
Moore said. 

Moore, who watched four 
sisters attend college ahead of 
her, has seen the job search pro- 
cess firsthand. She explained 
that her oldest sisters, who grad- 
uated in 2005 and 2006, landed 
jobs the April before graduating 
college. The next two, graduat- 
ing in 2009 and 2011, each took 
almost a year to find the job they 
have now. 

“That was definitely an eye- 
opener for me,” Moore said. “I 
know now the job market is still 
really scary and it’s really hard to 
find a job.” 

Moore said she talks a lot 
about the future with friends, all 
of whom are concerned with the 
prospect of joining the working 
world. 

“We have these discussions, 
and it’s just like: ‘What do we do 
if we can’t find a job?’”” Moore 
said. 

Both Moore and DiGiorgio 
know friends who, after gradu- 
ating, have resorted to working 
typical summer jobs. Moore said 
she has friends who are waiting 


tables. DiGiorgio described oth- 
er St. Michael’s graduates work- 
ing at places such as Market Bas- 
ket or Dick’s Sporting Goods. 

In.an effort to avoid a simi- 
lar dilemma, Moore said she 
is spending a lot of time at the 
Office of Career Development, 
where she finds help with re- 
sumes, cover letters and intern- 
ships. 

“There’s a high level of anx- 
iety among students about grad- 
uating and getting a job,” said 
Director of Career Development 
Christine Clary. “They know if 
they don’t get a career-oriented 
job it may be more difficult to 
pay their bills.” 

Despite the high rate of na- 
tional unemployment, and its 
focus in the upcoming election, 
Clary stressed that St. Michael’s 
graduates are still finding jobs 
after graduation. A survey of 
2011 graduates conducted by 
the office found that 78 percent 
of those alumni had full-time 
positions within six months of 
graduating. 

Clary said students who are 
most successful in the job search 
are those who network, making 
connections with people who 
can help them find jobs. 


MONTHLY CHANGE IN TOTAL PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT 
February 2008 - August 2012 


{jobs in thousands, seasonally adjusted) 
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“Students who are putting 
less effort in and not being stra- 
tegic are having more difficulty,” 
Clary said. “They have to work a 
little harder.” 

Like Grover, Clary ex- 
plained that the job market de- 
pends upon much more than who 
sits in the Oval Office. 

“The President does not 
give out jobs,” Clary said. “It’s a 
function of Congress. The Presi- 
dent is not responsible for grow- 
ing or not growing jobs.” 

Of course, Obama and 
Romney probably won’t change 
their platforms in the next few 
weeks. Up until Election Day on 
Nov. 6, Obama will most likely 
continue to highlight the trend- 
ing job growth, and Romney will 
focus on the 12 million new jobs 
his Five Point Plan promises to 
create. 

Regardless of which candi- 
date is elected, economists agree 
that those 12 million jobs will be 
created in the next five years. 

“T think we are in a growth 
trend for jobs,” Clary said. “The 
economic factors, all the things 
indicating a return to economic 
health, are there. I think we are 
going to see a growth.” 
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Study Abroad Students Find Voices Overseas 


By Chris Elbag 
Sports Editor 


Every semester a noticeable 
chunk of students travel across 
the world for a semester abroad 
filled with different cultures, 
nightlife, and classes. This par- 
ticular group of 65 St. Michael’s 
students spread across 24 coun- 
tries this fall is in the unique po- 
sition of living in a foreign coun- 
try during the election process. 

Director of Study Abroad 
Peggy Imai explained that St. 
Michael’s believes that the elec- 
tion process is very important 
and the school provides voting 
information before their depar- 
ture. 

“When we have our pre- 
departure meeting, we give out 
a handbook that indicates what 
they should do if they’re going to 
be abroad and how they can get 
their ballots,” Imai said. 

Junior Caiti Zeytoonian is 
a political science and history 
double major currently study- 








ing in Prague, Czech Republic. 
Zeytoonian has been intrigued 
by the presidential debates while 
in Prague, even if it means that 
her sleep pattern is disrupted. 

“T can livestream them on- 
line,” Zeytoonian said. “That 
usually ends up being around 3 
a.m. Prague time, though.” 

Zeytoonian admitted that 
the voting process during her 
time in the Czech Republic has 
been a bit confusing at times. 

“The process while studying 
abroad can be tricky in Prague 
because you must request your 
absentee ballot directly from the 
Czech Republic,’ Zeytoonian 
said. “If you apply for the absen- 
tee ballot at home before leaving 
for study abroad, that request is 
invalid.” 

Another junior political sci- 
ence major, Alexa Coleman, is 
studying in Buenos Aires, Ar- 
gentina for the fall semester. 
Coleman said the election pro- 
cess has been interesting during 
her time in Argentina. 


Patagonia 


Burlington 


“Being abroad during the 
election. process has been eye 
opening,” Coleman said. “I have 
realized that the general public 
here in Buenos Aires does not 
care very much.” 

Coleman went on to explain 
that American politics have tak- 
en a backseat with the local in- 
habitants. 

“Most Argentines whom 
I have spoken with do not even 
know who is running against 
Obama,” Coleman said. 

Coleman also revealed one 
of the other advantages to being 
abroad for the fall semester. 

“T am glad I have missed 
all of the political propaganda 
and bombardment of TV com- 
mercials,’ Coleman said. “I have 
heard those have been pretty 
persistent and overwhelming.” 

As Election Day fast ap- 
proaches, student organiza- 
tions like Youth Vote Overseas 
have primarily made the vot- 
ing process as painless as pos- 
sible. With the combination of 
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support from organizations and 
the study abroad staff, students 
realize their vote from overseas 
will have an impact in one way 
or another. 

Imai praised the process of 
absentee ballot voting, which 
makes it much easier for students 
to voice their political opinion. 

“It’s so easy now, whether 
you're in the country or out of 
the country, to do absentee bal- 
lots,” she said. 

“T just hope that people are 
taking their own personal re- 
sponsibility for voting,’ Imai 
said. “I’m hoping that they’re 
seeing what’s happening here 
and getting excited about it.” 

However, the process of an 
election can also bring doubt 
into the mind of a voter. College 
students especially are a particu- 
lar group that believe their vote 
will have no impact whatsoever 
on the future of the country. 

Coleman believes voting is 
important, but it wouldn’t faze 
her if her ballot wasn’t received 
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in this current election. 

“T think it is important for 
everyone to vote,” Coleman said. 
“Tt is a right our forefathers have 
died to give us. However, I am 
so underwhelmed by our current 
candidates that I would not lose 
sleep if I somehow knew my vote 
was never counted.” 

Zeytoonian, a Lexington, 
Mass. native, realizes her state’s 
role in the election, but knows 
her vote will matter elsewhere. 

“T live in Massachusetts, 
so we’re pretty much a guaran- 
teed blue state when it comes to 
the presidential election,’ Zey- 
toonian said. “But, senate elec- 
tions are important too and my 
vote will definitely count there.” 

In the end, through absentee 
ballots, there are ways for those 
wanting to vote to do so. Just be- 
cause they are not present during 
the election doesn’t mean that 
their voice can’t be heard in the 
up coming election. 
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Student Association Drops College Conservatives 


By Chris Moskal 
Photo Editor 


President of the campus 
club College Conservatives Dan 
Bower was in his room in Cash- 
man Hall when a friend called 
to let him know that the Student 
Association (SA) had terminated 
the club. 

Based on a period of inac- 
tivity, the Student Senate voted 
at the SA meeting on Oct. 2 to 
disband the club, taking away its 
abilities to have a budget and to 
use the school’s name in its title. 
SA approved clubs are required 
to send a club representative to 
all weekly SA meetings and the 
presentation on the club given 
at the meeting said that College 
Conservatives had missed all but 
two of last year’s meetings. The 
presentation also cited no SA 
participation in the current year, 
no recent programming events 
and that the club missed budget 
allocations last semester. 

“My initial reaction was 
annoyance and when I got the 
email from the SA giving the 
reasons why, I definitely object- 
ed to some of the points that were 
made,” Bower said. “Some were 
valid. We did not have the best 
SA attendance. I can’t deny that. 
But their other claims I thought 
didn’t hold any water.” 

Bower pointed to the claim 
that they had not been putting on 
any club events. He stated that 
just a week before in the McCar- 
thy Arts Center they had held an 
event on charity health care. 

SA President Michael Fay 
responded to this claim. 


“If there is programming, it 
needs to be something that we’re 
aware of,” Fay said. “If no one’s 
letting the student body know at 
the meetings, if no ones letting 
the secretaries of programming 
know so they can help get stu- 
dents get to the event, then it still 
reflects inactivity.” 

Considering their time as 
an SA approved club, Bower 
and junior Andrew Marcoux, 
co-president last year, feel there 
were misconceptions on campus 
about College Conservatives. 

“When I started in the club, 
the reputation already wasn’t 
that good,” Marcoux said. “I feel 
like there were a lot of miscon- 
ceptions because I know the pro- 
file people had of the club wasn’t 
the profile that fit me for exam- 
ple, or any of the other members, 
really.” 

Marcoux believes many 
students saw the club members 
as right-wing radicals and the 
“Glenn Beck-type of conserva- 
tive.” But both Bower and Mar- 
coux believe their club had a 
wide representation of the con- 
servative spectrum. Marcoux, 
who identifies as a conservative 
Democrat and Bower, who says 
he is extremely conservative and 
probably one of the most right- 
wing people at the college, said 
the wide range of voices in the 
club included Tea Partiers, lib- 
ertarians, and the religious right. 

“In my experience I’ve 


found that most people agree. 


with conservatism to an extent,” 
Marcoux said. “For example, 
most people would say the huge 
debt’s.a bad thing. I think re- 


gardless of your political persua- 
sion you’d say it’s a bad thing. 
And conservatism’s really about 
fiscal responsibility. That’s what 
it started out as. That’s what it 
should be seen as today, but it’s 
not.” 

Bower said that people often 
hear someone is conservative and 
assume too many things about 
what they believe. Therefore, the 
entire spectrum of conservatism 
is often not considered. 

“Conservatism is about in- 
dividualism,’ Bower said. “We 
all have our own individual 
opinions on really just about 
anything.” 

People are often wary of 
conservative views on social 
issues like gay matriage and 
abortion, but Bower stressed 
that these were issues the group 
didn’t focus on. 

“We did not touch social is- 
sues,” Bower said. “We were not 
a pro-life club. We were not an 
anti-gay marriage club. Those 
were issues that we simply didn’t 
touch. If people have opinions on 
those issues, that’s fine. We as a 
club took no position on them.” 

Bower said the club instead 
focused on economic and ‘per- 
sonal liberty and the idea of lim- 
ited government. _ 

Marcoux pointed out that 
judging conservatives as a whole 
for their views on social issues 
doesn’t take into account the 
range of stances on those topics. 
He stated that he is not opposed 
to gay marriage, but is still a 
conservative. 

Marcoux said he doesn’t 
think the club did enough to try 


and change these perceptions 
people have of conservatives. 
Considering club numbers, how- 
ever, he said this would have 
been a tough thing to do. He 
stated that in the 2010-2011 aca- 
demic year, there were about 10 
to 15 active members in the club. 
He cited a drastic drop-off last 
year though, with no more than 
four people regularly attending 
meetings. 
Despite 


the misconcep- 


tions he believes people had of- 


the club, Bower said that people 
were generally respectful of their 
views. He points to one incident 
at a club event as an exception. 

“We called the event ‘Ari- 
zona Appreciation Day’ because 
it was in support of the SB 1070 
bill,” Bower said. 

The SB 1070 bill, also 
known as the Support Our Law 
Enforcement and Safe Neighbor- 
hoods Act, said that during law- 
ful stops, Arizona police should 
attempt to figure out a person’s 
immigration status if they had 
reasonable suspicion to believe 
he or she was an illegal immi- 
grant. The bill was very contro- 
versial, with many critics saying 
it encouraged racial profiling. 
Bower said he knew tabling 


in Alliot in support of the bill 
~ with the SA, Bower said he plans 


would rouse some passions. 
“T think in a college setting 
people should be able to handle 


controversial opinions,’ Bower 


said. “And I thought myself be- 
ing a Hispanic-American, I was 
in a good position to at least talk 
about this and say ‘Hey, we’re 
not talking about race, we’re not 
talking about discrimination. 


Youth Views on Voting Differ Among 


Continued from page 2 

that voting between the lesser of 
two evils is still picking evil,’ 
Kenney said. 

“We don’t live in a true de- 
mocracy,” Kenney said. “We live 
in a plutocracy and are given the 
illusion of choice. Not voting is 
just as powerful an act as voting 
because it shows unwillingness 
to consent to the status quo.” 

“People say if you don’t 
vote you don’t have the right 


to complain, but I think if you 
don’t vote you have the right to 
complain because you didn’t put 
these people in office,’ Kenney 
said. 

Though some students are 
opting not to vote, others are en- 
thusiastically preparing for the 
election and encouraging others 
to do the same. 

“If we want to make a dif- 
ference and really see any sort 
of change it is in our hands to go 


out and make sure the officials 
that best represent our views are 
elected,” said Trevor Brown, the 
Secretary of Student Policy for 
the Student Association. 

Brown has made it a priority 
this year to encourage students to 
vote. Starting in mid-September, 
Brown has been sending emails 
out with information on how to 
register to vote in each state. Ad- 
ditionally, Brown has tabled in 
Alliot Hall with that information 


and has also tabled with a reg- 
istered notary:so students could 
get their ballots notarized. 

“Everyone’s so busy these 
days between schoolwork, and 
classwork, and clubs and friends 
and everything that voting really 
falls on the back burner, but re- 
ally it takes five minutes to do,” 
Brown said. “If you want your 
voice heard and you want to 
make a difference, voting is the 
way to do it.” 


We're just trying to talk about 
an issue.’ And sadly some people 
didn’t seem to understand that.” 

Bower said that while ta- 
bling in Alliot, a couple of stu- 
dents got in his face when a dis- 
cussion escalated. He said it got 
to the point that they were very 
close and he didn’t feel secure. 
As a result, the club decided to 
cancel the viewing of a docu- 
mentary on illegal immigration 
that was planned for later that 
night. 

“TI would say that was the 
minority that day,” Bower said. 
“We had a lot of really, really 
good conversations and we had 
a lot of people who at the end we 
shook hands with and said, ‘You 
know, we’re not going to agree. 
We’re not going to change each 
other’s minds. But I can respect 
where you’re coming from.” ; 

Bower believes this attitude 
is much more common on cam- 
pus and as a political science 
major, he says he sees it often in 
classe 

“I felt more often than not, 
especially in this past year, that 
other, students appreciate haying 
a different opinion being stated 
in class,” Bower said. 

Despite the recent termi- 
nation of the club’s partnership 


on still having the club meet to- 
gether. 

“We're not going away, 
cause I think it’s important that 
people with conservative view- 
points have a place that they feel 
that they can go,” he said. 


Students 


While views on voting dif- 
fer greatly among students, this 
election and the future of this 
country are on the minds of stu- 
dents. For better or for worse, 
this election will affect the coun- 
try and soon the youth people, 
whether they vote or not will be 
the ones responsible for running 
things. Everyone wants change 
and a better future; it’s just a 
matter of figuring out the best 
way to get there. 
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Above, (from left to right) seniors 
Christina Billotti, Kelly Mac- 


Donald, Erien Brien, Julia Heald, _ 


and Kelsey Redden were Sons of 
Anarchy characters. 

Below (from left to right) seniors 
Torie Gerbis, Allie DeLorenzo, 
Laken Ferreira, Lilly Lowe, and 
Alexandra Kondracki were wind- 
up dolls for Halloween. 


NEWS 


Highlights of Halloween 2012 at St. Michael’s 


Courtesy of Teresa Lautenschlager 


Above, (from left to right) seniors 
Rachel Bartz, Kelly MacDonald, 
Erien Brien, Gabbi Hall, Karri 
Mahoney, Kate McGrath, Lizzie 
Tribble, Natalie Handy, Christina 
Mastracola, Sarah DelGizzo, and 
Teresa Lautenschlager attend a 
Masquerade Party Friday night. 





10 


perenperr EAT URES) ...........0 





What Does the Word ‘President’ Really Mean? 


By Shannon Moore and 
Patrick Cope 


What exactly does it mean 
to be a president? 

Looking around campus, 
it’s hard not to know a student 
who holds the title of “presi- 
dent” whether it is president of 
their class, president of a club 
or president of a residence hall. 
The word itself can mean many 
different things to these “presi- 
dents” of St. Michael’s. 

At a higher level of power, 
St. Michael’s has a president of 
the college. Marilyn Cormier, 
who is a member of the Presi- 
dent’s Cabinet and is the direc- 
tor of government and commu- 
nity relations for the college said, 
“The president of the college has 
to keep the message of the col- 
lege. He has a strategic vision 
that he works with, he’s respon- 
sible to the board of trustees.” 

John Neuhauser was named 
President of St. Michael’s in 
2007, after being a member of 
the St. Michael’s Board of Trust- 
ees since 2001. 

“You want someone with 
high moral and ethical standards; 
you want that in any leader at 
any level,’ Cormier said. “No 
matter if it’s the President of the 
United States or the president of 
the student government. You see 
those qualities at different levels. 
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President of the Political Science 
Honors Society, Alex Ieronimo, 
*14. 


You see them mature at different 
levels.” 

Every Tuesday night, the 
Student Association gathers in 
Cheray 101 to discuss campus 
policies, clubs and much more. 
The group is led by President 
Michael Fay, a senior psychol- 
ogy major. E-Board members 
are also elected each year to 
represent different departments 
on campus such as academics or 
student life. 

“President means to me es- 
sentially the person who works 
for the students,” Fay said. “Ev- 
eryone on the E-Board works as 
a certain liaison for a department 
so I like to think of myself as the 
liaison for the liaison and to the 
students, essentially someone 
who has a public face, is ap- 
proachable and can stand up to 
issues.” 

The responsibility involved 
in Fay’s position includes con- 
ducting the senate meetings ev- 
ery week, responding to the stu- 
dent association email, working 
with any students interested in 
forming a club and working with 
the President’s Office if there is 
something they ask him to do. 

Professor John Hughes of 
the political science department 
describes a president as being 
the person who presides or the 
administrative head. He also dis- 
cussed the second article of our 
constitution giving the president 


President of the junior class, Meg 
Woodcock, ’14. 








Photo by Pat Cope 


Michael Fay, ’13, the Student Association president, runs the meetings every Tuesday in Cheray 101. 


certain powers such as a quali- 
fied veto, reporting to Congress 
on State of the Union and having 
his subordinates report to him in 
writing. 

“The executive office has 
evolved historically,’ Hughes 
said. “It really depends of the 


President of Hodson and the 
townhouses Kate Anderson, ’14. 


personality of the incumbent. 
President’s weren’t viewed as 
important early on, since Roos- 
evelt they have become a much 
more powerful official especial- 
ly with issues such as domestic 
policy.” 

Also in attendance at the 


President of the freshmen class 


Richie Bernache, ’16. 


Student Association meetings 
are the class presidents, nomi- 
nated every year to represent a 
class year as well as help orga- 
nize events for the grade. 


See PRESIDENT page 15 





Photos by Patrick Cope 


President of the quad and Found- 
ers Morgan Peterson, 15. 
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Students Find Pleasure in Independent Travel 


By James Greer 
Staff Writer 


This past May, St. Michael’s 
junior Michael Miller was 
sweating in the dry deserts of the 
Outback. Under the blazing sun, 
he stood completely still as he 
watched a twelve-year-old Ab- 
origine boy complete his coming 
of age ceremony. 

In July, fellow juniors Chris 
Magyar and Alex Dugas stuck 
their thumbs out on highway 
ramps looking for a ride to North 
Carolina, carrying only travel 
sized backpacks and instruments 
to play through the night. 

Instead of returning home 
from school to familiar jobs 
and internships, these students 
decided to make their summer 
vacations a bit more memorable 
through travel. With a national 
increase in the number of stu- 
dents who study abroad (over 
270,000 students in the 2009- 
2010 school year) students are 
not only travelling through pro- 
grams for academic reasons, but 
travelling for pleasure indepen- 
dently. 

For Patricia Delaney, an An- 
thropology and Gender Studies 
professor at St. Michael’s, her 
love of travel began as a child 
and was solidified by a study 
abroad experience in Brazil. 
Delaney has travelled exten- 
sively through Africa, Asia and 
Latin America ever since and 
recommends such opportunities 
for students because of the new 
perspective that it can give. 

“Travel and the opportunity 
to experience other cultures, is 
not only one of the best ways to 
learn about other cultures but 
also to learn about yourself and 
our own society,” Delaney said. 

One of the major downsides 
of travel can be the cost. Delaney 
believes that while this is an is- 
sue, it should not deter students 
from travel because the rise of 
social networking has given stu- 
dents better chances at research 
of affordable places to live and 
eat while abroad. 

Michael Miller decided to 
plan his trip after receiving an 
e-mail last year, an impulsive 
yet remorseless decision for the 


History and Education double 
major. 

“St. Mike’s sent me an 
email through an outside adver- 
tiser asking ‘Do you want to go 
to Australia?’ And I instantly 
thought Australia sounded pret- 
ty cool so I’m just going to go,” 
Miller said. 

Miller put together money 
he saved as well an amount lent 
by his parents and hopped on an 
airplane for two grueling flights 
across the United States and the 
Pacific Ocean. 

He landed in Sydney and 
continued on to the city of 
Cairns on the northern coast of 
the island nation. It was here that 
he made connections with other 
world travelers in the hostels he 
stayed in. 

“T was able to meet a lot 
of different people in the hos- 
tels and bars, and that was how 
I learned about all the different 
hot spots,” Miller said. He took 
advantage of such information 
and found himself taking part in 
life changing activities like sky- 
diving and scuba diving in the 
Great Barrier Reef. 

Miller made friends with 
two other American students 
and they all decided to travel by 
bus to Alice Springs, a city near 
the geographic center of Aus- 
tralia, and trek through the vast 
Outback for four days with an 
adventurer they met at a bar. 

As they were returning from 
their hike, they had a chance en- 
counter with an Aborigine man 
named Robbie who invited them 
to his village, which happened 
to only be a few miles down the 
road from Alice Springs. Miller 
and his companions were a little 
apprehensive about the offer, 
but Miller soon jumped on the 
chance to spend time with Aus- 
tralia’s indigenous population. 

“T think that if Robbie had 
not spoken English, and had not 
welcomed us, I would have felt 
a little uncomfortable just sitting 
myself down in their village,” 
Miller said. But Miller found 
that his favorite part of his whole 
adventure was his time with the 
tribe, when he was included in 
a two day hunt for a Big Red, a 
type of kangaroo that is six-and- 
a-half to seven feet tall. 


It was here that Miller wit- 
nessed Robbie’s son, an ado- 
lescent, strike a Big Red with a 
three foot boomerang, fulfilling 
his right of passage to becoming 
aman. 

“Tt was just so wild,” Mill- 
er said. “Every five minutes I 
would stop and think to myself 
‘This isn’t a dream, I am actually 
doing this.’” 

After three days with the 
tribe, Miller and his friends con- 
cluded their journey with a week 
in Sydney. After having spent 21 
days in Australia, Miller found 
getting on his return flight to be 
bittersweet. 

“T was sad that I had to leave, 
but I only got like four hours a 
night the whole trip,” Miller said. 
“There was just so much to do I 
didn’t want to sleep.” 

Friends Chris Magyar and 
Alex Dugas decided to go on a 
trip of their own, but one a little 
more local than Miller. The two 
students hitchhiked from Rut- 
land, Vt. to Ashland, N.C., a 
1,100 mile journey in the course 
of a month, mainly because they 
wanted to try something new. 

“We wanted to have some 
sort of adventure,” Magyar said. 
“We heard Ashland was like a 
southern Burlington.” 

Magyar, a media sudies dig- 
ital arts and marketing double 
major, and Dugas, an English 
major, also decided to travel by 
a less conventional means, hitch- 
hiking. 

“Everyone kept telling us it 
was a really dumb idea and that 
we were going to die,’ Mag- 
yar said. But people aren’t evil, 
no matter how many times you 
might hear that.” 

Through hitchhiking, Mag- 
yar and Dugas were able to meet 
a variety of people on the road, 
including ministers, bartenders 
and even a gravedigger. The two 
travelled only with backpacks 
and slept in a two man tent, but 
they also found shelter through 
WWOOF-ing, a website that 
travelers use to find food and 
shelter in exchange for labor on 
a farm. 

WWOOF-ing eventually 
brought them to a Christian com- 
mune in their destination of Ash- 
land, where they lived amongst 


people who gave up ownership 
of their possessions for the good 
of their community. Magyar and 
Dugas lived there for a week, 
picking crops by day and danc- 
ing and playing music at night 
with the rest of the commune. 
They then had a 24 hour ride 
on a Greyhound bus back to New 
England. Magyar believed that 
the biggest thing that he learned 
from this trip wthat there was 


some sort of karmic energy to 
life, which helped him and Du- 
gas assess situations, good and 
bad. 

“Any stroke of bad luck we 
had, anytime we got stuck and 
couldn’t really move, we didn’t 
get bummed by it,’ Magyar said. 
“We knew that it would turn 
around and we would have good 
luck come our way.” 


General tips for would be travelers: 
From Patricia Delaney, 


associate professor of anthropology and gender studies 


1. Do your research for cheap airfare. 
Consolidators sell tickets that major 
companies cannot for almost half the 


original price. 


2. Consider in advance the medical and 
safety issues of the place you might go. 
Be prepared with an emergency first-aid 
kit. There are doctors who specia!ize in 
travel medicine who are worth checking 
out before you travel. 


3. Take advantage of social media and do 
as much networking as you can about 
initial places like hostels and couch surf 
ing; once you are connected it is easy 

: to Gee nes next ee 





4. WWOOF.ing (World Wide Baruniics 
on Organic Farms) is an option in many 
countries where for agricultural labor, 
you get room and board. 


5. For female travelers, do research on 
questions of violence and cases of rape 
and sexual assault in the areas you are 


travelling to. 








Travel light. The less stuff you have with 
you the more flexible you are to catch 
that ride on the back of that motorcycle 


_or hop on the back of that chicken bus. 
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Students Give Edge to Obama in Poll 


Who are the 612 students that responded? 


By Chris Moskal 
Photo Editor 


A clear majority of St. Mi- 
chael’s students support Presi- 
dent Barack Obama, according 
to a recent poll sent out by the 
Defender. Of the 612 students 
that responded, 61.3 percent 
marked their allegiance for 
Obama, while 24.6 percent said 
they plan on voting for Mitt 
Romney. According to the poll, 
14.1 percent of students said they 
will be voting for another candi- 
date. 

The poll shows that women 
have a stronger allegiance to 
Obama than men. Of the wom- 
en who answered the poll, 66.7 
percent said they plan to vote for 
Obama, while just 50.5 percent 
of the men who responded said 
their vote will go to the current 
president. 

When asked what the most 
important issue in the election 
is, 44 percent of the responses 
mentioned the economy. The 
next most frequently mentioned 
issues were health care and jobs, 
both mentioned in 8 percent of 
the responses. Other popular is- 
sues included foreign policy and 


Who are SMC students voting for? 


50.5% 66.7% 





Obama 


education, both being mentioned 
in 6 percent of the surveys. 

Male students are more 
likely to vote for Mitt Romney 
or a candidate other than the two 
main ones. Twenty-nine percent 
of men said they will be voting 
for Mitt Romney, while 20.5 
percent marked other. This com- 
pares to 22.3 percent of women 
who said they will be voting for 
Romney and 10.9 percent who 
specified other. 

Fewer than half of the stu- 
dents polled identified with 
either the Democratic or Re- 
publican parties (34.4 percent 
Democrats and 15.5 percent Re- 
publicans). Independent was the 
most popular choice, with 41.6 
percent of students choosing that 
option. Eight and a half percent 
of students marked other. 

The poll shows that 81.8 
percent of students said that they 
are either very likely or likely 
to vote, while 18.2 percent said 
they are unlikely to vote or are 
not voting. 

Female students are more 
likely to vote than male students. 
Of the women who answered 
the poll, 83.2 percent said they 
are very likely or likely to vote, 


Romney 


compared to 78.2 percent of 
male respondents. As for male 
students, 21.8 percent marked 
themselves as unlikely to vote 
or not voting, compared to 16.8 
percent of women. 

Responses point towards 
students being informed about 
the election. When asked wheth- 
er they have watched any of the 
debates, 87.4 percent of students 
responded saying they had. Of 
the students that did tune in, 
36.2 percent of them said they 
used social media while watch- 
ing them, with Twitter being the 
most popular platform. 

Finally, when asked if they 
consider themselves informed 
voters, 73.0 percent of students 
responded in the affirmative. 

The sample size of 612 
students qualifies this poll for 
a 4 percent margin of error, ac- 
cording to Phil Yates, assistant 
professor of mathematics. Some 
of the individual questions have 
a higher margin of error, Yates 
said. 

Of the 612 students that 
responded, 66.4 percent were 
female and 33.6 percent were 
male. The junior class is the 
most represented. 


Other 


66.4% female 
33.6% male 


23.4% First-years 
25.5% Sophomores 
27.3% Juniors 
23.7% Seniors 











29.0% 22.3% 


20.5% 


10.9% 
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How likely are you to vote? 


See ae eater 
Did you watch any of the 87.4% 12.6% 
debates? 
36.2% 63.8% 
72.3% 27.7% 
Would you consider your | 73.0% 
self an informed voter? 


Are you registered to vote? 83.9% 













Did you use social media 
while watching any of the 
debates? 









Do you think your vote 
matters? 




















Very Likely Likely Unlikely Not Voting 


What do you think is the most important issue in the election? 


. _ Gay 
Womer 'S Marriage 
B Apes) (en Pies 3 
nIgnts 


Percentages based on 
frequency of mentions 
in poll responses. 
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Social Media Steps Into the roe Process 


By Lilly Lowe 
News Editor 


The number of Election Day 
tweets in 2008 is the equivalent 
to the number of tweets sent 
every six minutes today. The 
numbers speak for themselves; 
Twitter is now a part of the presi- 
dential race and politics in gen- 
eral. 

But Twitter is just one as- 
pect of the social media phenom- 
enon that has continued to grow 
and become more involved in 
campaigns and elections. 

St. Michael’s Associate Pro- 
fessor of Political Science Mi- 
chael Bosia uses both Twitter 
and Facebook to follow and talk 
about politics. 

“T think that social media 
can be a really influential phe- 
nomenon in the U.S. and in poli- 
tics globally,’ Bosia said. “It’s 
how people drive new stories, 
new narratives and raise new is- 
sues. It also can become incred- 
ibly conservative and, by conser- 
vative, I mean unchallenging.” 

Bosia teaches mostly com- 
parative politics, focusing on the 
comparison between the U.S. 
and other nations. In his classes, 
the topic of social media is dis- 
cussed more often. Bosia said 
there are a lot of opportunities in 
social media but it can be nega- 
tive because it tends to empha- 
size short run advantages. 

“For example the big so- 
cial media story out of one of 
the debates was ‘binders full of 
women’ because binders full 
of women fits nicely within the 
140 character limit,’ Bosia said. 
“Everyone starts to focus on the 


binders full of women and not 
the fundamental inequality of 
women in society and how both 
candidates have done incredibly 
bad jobs advancing women in 
their own establishments.” 

Social media doesn’t just 
play a role in the presidential 
race, it also now plays a role in 
local and senate elections. 

Robert Letovsky, who is 
running for Vermont Senate for 
Chittenden County, uses both a 
Twitter and Facebook account 
for his campaign. 

“Tt’s a function of who your 
target audience is,’ Letovsky 
said. “The advantage of so- 
cial media is, for example, your 
events; you connect with people 
much quicker.” 

Letovsky said he likes Face- 
book and Twitter because he can 
post about his upcoming cam- 
paign events and share his ar- 
ticles easier rather than sending 
out individual emails. However, 
he said for him social media 
hasn’t been a huge item. 

“I could see where Twit- 
ter would be really good if you 
have followers,’ Letovsky said. 
“Obama and Romney have full 
time people who work on their 
Facebooks and Twitter. In their 
cases, it can be a huge force mul- 
tiplier.” 

But according to Letovsky, 
social media isn’t going to 
completely change the political 
world. 

“The notion that social me- 
dia is going to revolutionize poli- 
tics?” Letovsky said. “To me, I 
don’t think so. I think it’s just a 
piece.” 

Bosia also sees some posi- 


tive aspects of the influence of 
social media, particularly in how 
it can help encourage participa- 
tion. 

“Social media tends to be a 
phenomenon that actually pro- 
motes real political organizing,” 
Bosia said. “We’ve seen around 
the world that social media is 
necessary and crucial to pro- 
foundly reforming and revolu- 
tionizing political movements. 
Democratization in Russia, in 
Egypt, in Tunisia, in China are 
all being propelled by social me- 
dia because it’s a way for people 
to quickly get out word about 
what they’re doing, to change 
plans and to move in response to 
the repression of the state.” 

However, according to Bo- 
sia, compared to other countries 
the U.S. tends to see some of the 
negative influences of social me- 
dia. 

“In the U.S. social media 
tends to be a substitute,” Bosia 
said. “It’s a fund raising tool. I 
just got an e-mail from Barbara 
Streisand suggesting that I do- 
nate to Obama and I think Bar- 
bara Streisand should donate her 
own money and leave me alone. 
Those kinds of emails come 
through everybody’s inbox.” 

Nora Moore, president of 
the Class of 2013 at St. Mi- 
chael’s, said social media can 
have a positive power. 

“IT mean it can only help, 
right?” Moore said. “I feel like 
social media focuses more on 
the positive aspects than com- 
mercials, which tend to bash the 
opponents.” 

Perhaps the mystery going 
forward is how big of a piece so- 
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Students Tweetiie During the Debates a 


@CKintheUSA- Colleen Knowles 16 
Obama finally tells Romney that he keeps 


contradicting himself. #10PointsForObama 


#Obama #Romney #Debate Sa 


@MattC_TKHW- Matt Connolly 13 





For all the talk of having “friends” in #Syria, 
the longer we wait the less we have.... #debates 


@megmcnulty2491- Meg McNulty 13 > 

If you’re going to get your facts wrong Romney, — x 
at least leave my beloved South Africa out of ie 
Mandela and the ANC ended apartheid not us — 


@mauralinehan- Maura Linehan '14 Bi 
#thatawkwardmomentwhen I’m sitting alone in 
the staff office yelling at Mitt Romney ia 


@CeMastro- Christina Mastrocola '13 | 

I'd like Obama to tell me why he has a Nobel 
peace prize. So far he’s done a crap job of show 
ing me. #RomneyRyan2012 #whatchange? 


@LKilm- Lauren Kilmister ’15 
Do you think Romneys closing statement at the © 
foreign policy debate should include some men- 


tion of foreign ee 


cial media is. 

“The question now is will 
social media enhance participa- 
tion in democratic politics or will 
it detract from or restrict partici- 
pation in democratic politics?” 
Bosia said. “Is it something that 


ss 


mobilizes people to take a role in 
politics or is something that de- 
mobilizes people in politics and 
renders them kind of inert in the 
political process?” 


The Impact of Women’s Issues on the Election 


By Korey MacPherson 
Staff Writer 


One issue that tends to be 
mulled over in the presidential 
election is women’s rights. But 
the stance of each presiden- 
tial candidate on this topic may 
prove to be the deciding factor 
in who ultimately becomes our 


country’s next president. 

The women’s rights in ques- 
tion this election are mainly 
focused on wage inequality be- 
tween men and women, Planned 
Parenthood and abortion. 

Class of 2013 President 
Nora Moore said pay inequality 
will be a major player in the elec- 
tion and the issue remains very 
important to her. 


“A woman should be mak- 
ing just as much money for the 
same amount of work that she’s 
doing in comparison to a man,” 
Moore said. 

Assistant Professor of Politi- 
cal Science Shefali Misra high- 
lighted a move under Obama’s 
leadership. 

“The first legislation Obama 
signed upon coming into office 


was the Lilly Ledbetter, equal 
pay for equal work,” Misra said. 

The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay 
Act is a federal statute signed 
in 2009 by President Barack 
Obama. The bill is aimed to stop 
pay discrimination between gen- 
ders. 

“Mitt Romney refused to 
say whether he would sign the 
Lilly Ledbetter act, and Paul 


Ryan signed against it,’ Misra 
said. 

As for swaying the undecid- 
ed women voters, senior political 
science major Annie Castronovo 
believes unequal pay, among 
other things, will be the decid- 
ing factor in whom these women 
choose to vote for. 


See WOMEN page 16 
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The Meaning of President 


Continued from page 14 


“President means having a 
positive attitude and good lead- 
ership skills for the school,” 
Class of 2013 President Nora 
Moore said. 

Moore represents her class 
at the weekly Student Associa- 
tion meetings and she organiz- 
es and helps run events for the 
class, such as the Halloween 
Dance. 

Class of 2015 President Iva- 
na Andreani said. 

“President means not only 
being there for my class and 
leading them but being among 
them and being a friend to them 
when they really need it.” 

Andreani then said how 
she uses Facebook to connect 
with her class and that she al- 
ways tries to represent her class 
through meetings, which she be- 
lieves, has worked out so far. 

Meg Woodcock, President 
of the class of 2014 said, “For 
me I believe it’s you have to be a 
voice for the rest of the class and 
really understand the needs of 
the people you are representing,” 

Woodcock plans to orga- 
nize events such as scavenger 


hunts and dances. 

“Currently I am _ work- 
ing on a lot of events spe- 
cifically for the Class of 2014, 

Woodcock said. “I’m working 
on bringing the class together.” 

Richie Bernache, President 
of the class of 2016 discussed 
how as the president of the 
freshman class he is trying to 
work on the element of adjust- 
ing to a campus filled with con- 
struction. He believes it mainly 
affects first-years based on their 
living situation. 

“President is being a servant 
leader,’ Bernache said. “Some- 
one who is primarily there to 
listen to their class’ needs above 
others and is really focused on 
getting what their class wants 
and really helping to move that 
forward.” 

Bernache doesn’t want to 
let the construction separate 
his class. By bringing together 
students in all buildings of the 
quad, Bernache believes he can 
allow students to get to know 
each other easier. 

The title of president can 
also be held by those in charge of 
living areas, or those involved in 
clubs or certain societies. Kate 
Anderson, the president of the 

















Fourth Annual Career Symposium 


Friday, November 2 
4:30 to 8:30 pm 


Co-Sponsored by the Offices of Career Development, Alumni & Parent Relations, and the Alumni Board of Directors 


townhouses and Hodson, credits 
her position with allowing her 
to meet a lot of her neighbors 
through their questions. 

“Tt really means just setting 
a good example for my class- 
mates,” Anderson said. “I am 
the one they are really going to 
look up to when they are won- 
dering about a certain situation. 
It’s about just being a leader and 
staying positive no matter what 
is going on.” 

Anderson serves as a source 
of communication for the resi- 
dents living in Hodson and the 
townhouses. Many of her neigh- 
bors have approached her, and 
Anderson credits this position 
with allowing her to become 
friendlier with everyone in her 
living area. 

The title president is always 
held in high regards no matter 
the amount of power they exert 
or the amount of people they are 
in charge of. Each president at 
St. Michael’s values his or her 
title in a different sense. 

Now that elections at St. 
Michael’s have ended and the 
presidents are titled, students 
may now turn their focus to the 
election that will determine the 
course of the country. 





Learn valuable career advice, job preparation skills, and network with alumni. 
Keynote Speaker at 4:30 pm in Cheray Science Hall 101. 


areer Panels & Networking Reception 5:30 — 8:30 pm in St. Edmund's Hall First Floor 


To attend, RSVP by October 31 at 4:00 pm to events@smcvtedu or call 802-654-2396 
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Women’s Issues Playing a Role in the Election 


Continued from page 14 


“T think unequal pay will 
probably be the most easily ac- 
cessible in terms of swaying vot- 
ers,” Castronovo said. “Because 
not only does it affect women, 
but it also affects men and chil- 
dren who are in relationships 
with women who are working.” 

According to Misra, many 
women may see Romney as the 
better candidate for our econo- 
my, yet with issues like abortion 
and contraceptives that will stop 
many of them from running into 
Romney’s arms. 

“The first priority is the 
economy,” Misra said. “But 
women’s reproductive rights are 
a floor for them, beneath which 
no one can go without upsetting 
them.” 

Planned Parenthood has 
been a topic for the campaigning 
as an organization that provides 
birth control and contraceptives. 


“Planned Parenthood also 
provides breast and cervical 
cancer screenings,” Moore said. 
“Which I think is really impor- 
tant for women just to be sure 
they are keeping healthy life- 
styles. With President Obama, 
the current policies would re- 
main intact.” 

Cutting funding to Planned 
Parenthood or cutting it all to- 
gether would certainly have a 
negative effect, according to 
Castronovo. 

“T think it would have a dra- 
matic affect on women’s health, 
especially for those who do not 
have insurance,’ Castronovo 
said. 

Castronovo also points out 
that many of the women and 
families that utilize Planned 
Parenthood are low-income 
members of society. Without 
these programs, many American 
women will be left in the dark 
about many issues important to 


their health. 

“Planned Parenthood is not 
just about abortion,” Misra said. 
“It is for a lot of women, afford- 
able access to things like mam- 
mograms, it’s about women’s 
health all together. Why would 
you abolish it?” 

“These questions had been 
settled a while ago in this coun- 
try, and to take us back 30 years, 
40 years is just shocking,” Misra 
said. 

Recently, 612 people re- 
sponded in a poll sent out to St. 
Michael’s students, of which 33.6 
percent were males, and 66.4 
percent were females. 

Of the 612 students, 61.3 
percent said they would vote for 
Obama, 24.6 percent respon- 
dents have their votes locked in 
for Romney and 14.1 percent re- 
sponded other. 

As far as women respon- 
dents, 66.7 percent responded 
they would vote for Obama, 22.3 


percent said Romney and 10.9 
percent said other. 

“I was doing research on 
Mitt Romney,” Moore said. “And 
just looking at his website, under 
his issues section of the website, 
women weren’t mentioned once. 
I found that really interesting, 
whereas President Obama’s it 
was one of the first five on his 
website.” 

“Obama cares about wom- 
en, he cares about their future,” 
Misra said. “His two appoin- 
tees to the Supreme Court have 
been women. And then you have 
somebody who tells you a fic- 
tional story about how he sought 
binders full of women.” 

Misra remains a non-voter 
here in the United States, as an 
Indian national. 

“The binder story was fic- 
tional, as Governor Romney did 
not actually pursue women for 
his cabinet,” Misra said. ““Wom- 
en’s organizations came to him 


with binders and said why don’t 
you look at these binders, and he 
went along with it. It gives you 
the sense that this man has really 
not thought about women’s is- 
sues for two minutes.” 


Although Misra has her . 


doubts as to how much Obama 
will be able to do or change for 
another term as president due to 
a divided government, she still 
believes Obama is a better can- 
didate. 

“There is one party trying 
to take you 30 years back, and 
another only trying to maintain 
benefits that are already under 
squeeze,” Misra said. “Those 
are the choices.” 

“We need somebody who 
understands the world is chang- 
ing. That America is very much 
a superpower, but others are 
catching up,” Misra said. 


LEONARDO'S 


| Presh Ouabity Pizzo 
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LEONARDO'S BASICS 
SAUCE & CHEESE PIZZA MED $9.95 LG $14.25 PLUS TAK 


SAUCES cCRUSTS 
Zesty Tomato Hand Tossed Traditional 
Creamy Alfredo Extra Thin or Thick 

Olive Oil Garlic King Arthur White 

Pesto Pine Nut King Arthur Certified 
Thai Peanut 
Barbecue Gluten Free 


PIZZA TOPPINGS MED $1.50 each LG $1.75 each PLUS TAX 


CHICKEN WINGS 
REGULAR / HOT / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 


REGULAR / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 


SINGLE (1Lb) $7.25 / DOUBLE (2 Lb) $13.50 
DOUBLE DOUBLE (4 Lb) $25.00 PLUS TAX 


FRESH BREADSTICKS 
GARLIC $3.75 

CHEESY $4.75 

SWEET CINNAMON $3.75 


FRESH SALADS 
GARDEN $4.75 


Organic Wheat MED ADD .S0 LG ADD .75 
MED ONLY ADD $3.00 


GREEK $5.75 PLUS TAX 


951-9000 


WWW.LEONARDOSONLINE.COM 


ORDER ONLINE 
FREE DELIVERY/CARRY OUT 


10% OFF WITH COLLEGE ID 


TRADITIONAL 


MED $13.50 LG $18.50 PLUS TAX 


CLASSAC PEPPEROME OSLUKE 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, New England 
Baked Ham, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Peppers and White Mushrooms 
MEAT LOVER'S REVENGE 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, Hot Italian 
Sausage, Ground Western Beef and New England Baked Ham 

MACOLE'S BACO CHEESEBURGER PARADISE 

Ketchup, Honey Mustard, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Sliced Red 
Onions, Extra Ground Beef, Cob Smoked Bacon, Sprinkles of Gorgonzola 
Cheese 

AMAMDA'S SOL FEET UNDER 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Fresh Chopped Garlic, Italian 
Pepperoni, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Cob Smoked Bacon, Hot Italian Sau- 
sage 

HAWABAN ISLAND DELIGHT 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, New England Baked Ham, Cob 
Smoked Bacon, Freshly Cut Broccoli and Sweet Hawaiian Pineapple 

TEXAS HOT BUFFALO CHICKEN 

Zesty Tomato Texas Hot Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, 

Spicy Chicken Breast, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola Cheeses 
ROASTED CHICKEN BBQ : 

Barbecue Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken Breast, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Roasted Red Peppers 
LEONARDO'S WORKS MED $14.25 LG $15.50 PLUS TAK 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, New England 
Baked Ham, Hot Italian Sausage, Freshly Cut Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Red 
Onions, Green Peppers and California Black Olives 


SIGHATUBE GOURMET MED $13.50 LG $18.50 PLUS TAX 


ROASTED MANE POTATO 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Fresh Green Spinach, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Freshly Sliced Potatoes, Smoked Bacon, Rose- 
mary and Feta Cheese 

GASL PESTO ORCRE 

Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken 
Breast, Roasted Red Peppers, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Freshly Sliced Red On- 
lions with Gorgonzola Cheese 

RADLLY'S CHECKER MUSHEDOM CARBONARA 

Alfredo Sauce, Fresh Chopped Garlic, Cheddar/Mozzarella/Parmesan 
Cheese, Freshly Sliced Mushrooms and Red Onions, Smoked Bacon, Marinat- 
ed Chicken 

FEEL SAUSAGE GOURMET 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Hot Italian Sausage, 
Fennel, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Fresh Green Spinach with Gorgonzola 
Cheese 

CLASSAC CHICKEN CORDON BLEU 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, New England Baked Ham, 
Fresh Green Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Blended Cheeses 
ASIAN THA! CHICKEN 

Thai Peanut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken Breast, 
Freshly Sliced White Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Bell Peppers and 


INSPIRED VEGETARIAN MED $13.50 LG $18.50 PLUS TAX 


VEGETARIAN WORKS 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Cut Spinach, Broccoli, White 
Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Red Onions, Plum Tomatoes and California Black 
Olives 

GORGONZOLA GOURMET 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Green Spinach, 

Plum Tomatoes, Marinated Artichoke Hearts with Gorgonzola Cheese 

EXOTIC GREEK LAND 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Chopped Garlic, 

Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Spinach, Plum Tomatoes 

and California Black Olives with Greek Feta Cheese 

FOUR CHEESE FUSION 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Fresh Green Spinach, Fresh Plum Tomatoes 

with Mozzarella, Cheddar, Parmesan and Gorgonzola Cheeses 

PESTO FETA MEDITERRANEAN 

Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Red 
Onions, Artichoke Hearts with Feta Cheese 

THE VEGAN SALVATION MED $14.25 LG $19.50 PLUS TAX 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Vegan Soy Cheese, Fresh Chopped Spinach, 

Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Plum Tomatoes, Black Olives 
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The Election and the Economy 


When the Defender polled 
students on the upcoming presi- 
dential election, one topic was 
clearly the most important issue 
to the voters: the economy. 

The economy was men- 
tioned five times more than any 
other issue and by nearly half of 
the students that responded to 
the poll. It should come as no 
surprise that money is the top 
issue on the minds of not just 
college students, but the entire 
country. What might be surpris- 
ing is the support of President 
Barack Obama instead of Gov- 
ernor Mitt Romney. 

After four years in office, 
Obama has been largely unsuc- 
cessful in changing the course 
of the economy. Romney, being 
the quarter-billionaire that he is, 
has a long track record of mak- 
ing prudent business decisions. 
It would appear clear that the 
candidate best suited to lead the 


- The winner 


a 4 
Bilodea 


country out of the dismal eco- 
nomic circumstances is Romney. 

But the truth is more com- 
plicated than track records. 

As St. Michael’s economic 
professors Patrick Walsh and 
Reza Ramazani explained on 
Wednesday, the candidates’ plat- 
forms and their potential effects 
on the country are different than 
what reputation would have you 
believe. 

As you can read on page 3, 
Walsh carefully dissected Rom- 
ney’s economic plan and con- 
cluded, like many other econo- 
mists, that the money doesn’t 
add up. Romney’s strategy is to 
cut programs, like PBS, that will 
have very little impact on the 
overall budget. Romney’s plan, 
flatly put, won’t work, according 
to the St. Michael’s professors. 

Obama has been blasted for 
not doing more to cut the deficit 
and build the economy. Walsh 









Please e-mail magazine@smcvt. 
edu to claim your prize. 


Thank you to all 612 students who 
participated in the survey. 


detailed that the rising cost of 
healthcare and the Bush tax cuts 
are largely to blame for the in- 
creasing national debt, not solely 
Obama’s policies. 

Ramazani, however, ex- 
plained that Obama is not blame 


‘free, either. Promises haven't 
‘been kept even when the Demo- 
‘crats had control of the House 


and Senate early in Obama’s 
first term as president. Stimu- 
lus packages also have not had 
the kind of impact that Obama 
claimed they would. 

While Walsh and Ramazani 
stopped short of endorsing a can- 
didate, their conclusions made it 
clear that Obama has the better 
plan to fix the economy. 

It can be damn near impos- 
sible to find truth in what candi- 
dates say during campaigns, but 
the public must make it a prior- 
ity. There also is an important 
nugget of truth that too often gets 


ignored when it comes to the role 
of the president in-changing the 
economy: the president is not the 
only person responsible for the 
economy. 

“The president individu- 
ally has very little he can do to 
impact the job market,” political 
science professor William Gro- 
ver said on page 5. 

As Grover said, and many 
other political pundits point out, 
the president doesn’t have the 
authority to single-handedly im- 
pose his will on the country. 

The president isn’t the only 
person responsible for the twists 
and turns of the economy. It is 
unrealistic to give either all the 
blame or all the credit to the 
president. Citizens must keep 
things in perspective when eval- 
uating the president’s connection 
to the economy. 

-Paul Palladino 
Executive Editor 


Launch your international 
: career through 
. Peace Corps service. 


NFORMATION SESSION 


Tuesday, November 6 
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By Ann Michaud, William 
Michaud, and Paul Shaw 
Guest Columnists 


The classical liberal French 
economist Frédéric Bastiat once 
published an essay with the 
above-mentioned title. In this 
work, he detailed the unintended 
consequences of government ac- 
tions — negative consequences 
that people failed to anticipate 
until it was too late. 

Although Bastiat’s work 
pertained to the actions of gov- 
ernments, this same concept can 
be applied to the current discus- 
sion of unionization of the custo- 
dial staff at St. Michael’s. This 
piece will look at just two of the 
many unintended consequences 
of forming a union. 

Those in favor of a union 
state that it is necessary in or- 
der to communicate and resolve 
problems with “hierarchy.” Al- 
though it is true that unions will 
do your bidding for you, they 


October: 





By Drew Prescott 
Online Editor 


What do breast cancer, 
Arab-Americans, cyber secu- 
rity, shelter dogs, bullies, books, 
brain-tumors, the LGBT com- 
munity, pastors and vegetarians 
all have in common? 

The answer is October. 

While many may consider 
the tenth month of the year most 
closely affiliated with trick-or- 
treaters, October is the “National 
Month of ..” for more than thirty 
organizations across the United 
States. 

Here at St. Michael’s there 
have been several events in the 
past few weeks acknowledging 





bEFENDERCOOLUMNS 
That Which is Seen and that Which is Not 


will do so in a heavy-handed 
manner and create more tensions 
than they would solve. Instead of 
disagreeing with your supervisor 
and resolving these grievances 
yourself (or as a team), which 
you certainly have the power to 
do so now, you must wait until 
an entire union is satisfied with 
the end result. If the union is not 
satisfied, you will find yourself 





Claude Frédéric Bastiat (1801- 
1850), French classical theorist 
and economist. 


on strike and out of a paycheck 
until things are resolved. 

What if you are unhappy 
with a decision made by the 
union? Who will you go to then? 
Your supervisor, with whom 
you could not talk before? Forc- 
ing someone through threats 
and harsh language to see your 
viewpoint is hardly an effective 
method of problem solving. Yet 
this is how many unions solve 
their problems and they make no 
friends in management doing it 
this way. 

Another unintended conse- 
quence of unionization would be 
layoffs. Although it is true that 
unions might help you to get a 
bigger paycheck, you would only 
do so at the expense of others; 
be it staff, faculty or the student 
population. Can three people 
each eat half of a single pie? For 
those in favor of unionizing, they 
must face a harsh reality: the 
world we live in has limited re- 
sources and they must be used 
wisely. ; 
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4 Although it is true that unions will do your 
bidding for you, they will do so in a heavy- 
handed manner and create more tensions 


than they would solve. 9 


There has been some resent- 
ment at the fact that the trustees 
are the ones who set the budget 
and others must comply. Di- 
recting anger and waging class 
warfare against those who make 
financial decisions with a set 
amount of funds is not an effec- 
tive strategy and will ultimately 
result in people losing their posi- 
tions. This would result in the re- 
maining staff being overworked, 
regularly underperforming, and 
eventually being laid off. 

Would layoffs be avoidable? 
Certainly. However, in order to 
do so, students and their parents 
must face higher tuition costs 
and would receive no extra ben- 
efits from these increases. 

Although there are many 
negatives about unionization, 


this piece has chosen to briefly 
address only two. It would seem 
especially silly to force the col- 
lege to lay off people, in the 
name of “fairness” just because a 
small handful of people lack the 
basic skills necessary to resolve 
their issues with authority. It 
seems even sillier when one con- 
siders that St. Michael’s already 
pays their custodial staff the 
highest wages and offers the best 
benefits of anyone in Chittenden 
County for the same work. 

Ann Michaud and Paul 
Shaw work in the custodial dept. 
and on the anti-union comittee. 
William Michaud is Ann’s son 
who holds two master’s degrees 
Srom St. Michael’s in English and 
Japanese. Ann can be reached at 
kaceplace@yahoo.com. 


The Month of Holiday Identity Crisis 


some of these themes, including 
“Brewing Change” an event held 
in recognition of October as Fair 
Trade Month. In addition, the 
Technology Center held work- 
shops in recognition of Cyber 
Security Month, and the Student 
Association discussed ways to 
prevent bullying as part of Anti- 
Bully Awareness Month. 
Perhaps most noticeable Oc- 
tober recognition was the bright 
pink socks dawned by the wom- 
en’s field hockey team during 
a recent home game. Pink is of 
course the color associated with 


Breast 
Cancer 


Awareness 


Source: Facebook 


Breast Cancer Awareness, one of 
October’s most well-known af- 
filiations. 

St. Michael’s field hockey 
head coach Carla Hesler spoke of 
her team’s commitment to rais- 
ing awareness for breast cancer 
research. 

“We’ve been involved with 
this cause for several years,” 
Hesler said “Shannon Kynoch, 
the women’s assistant basketball 
coach, has done an excellent job 
of encouraging teams to support 
the American Cancer Society 
and breast cancer research. Ear- 
lier this month, we joined togeth- 
er with the basketball team for a 
fundraiser walk. Our girls had a 
lot of fun participating.” 

Hesler described special 
home games in which her team 
has joined together with the 
American Cancer Society as 
well as other St. Michael’s teams 
to promote breast cancer aware- 
ness. 

“We call them pink events,” 
Hesler ‘said. “Our players wore 


pink ribbons and socks to show 
support and there was a table set 
up next to our field to raise breast 
cancer awareness. At one point, 
while the men’s soccer team was 
warming up for their game, a 
player from Stonehill ran over 
to us and said thank-you for sup- 
porting the cause - his mother 
was a breast cancer survivor. 
That was really special.” 

Clearly, October as Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month is 
legitimate; but what about Oc- 
tober’s other aliases? At some 
point these causes begin to dilute 
each other. 

October has been dubbed: 
National Arts and Humanities 
Month, Healthy Lung Month & 
Clean Air Month, Pastor Appre- 
ciation Month, Fair Trade Month, 
National Book Month, National 
Physical Therapy Month, Na- 
tional Vegetarian Awareness 
Month, National Adopt a Shel- 
ter Dog Month, Arab-American 
Month, Sudden Cardiac Arrest 
Month, National Dental Hygiene 


Month, National Bully Preven- 
tion Month, and Month of the 
Young Adolescent, just to name 
a few. 

In aggregate, this list rep- 
resents more of an exhausted 
promotional trend than a list of 
reputable causes. It seems for 
some organizations, that month- 
naming is really just an easy way 
to gain leverage. There needs to 
be accountability. It is ridicu- 
lous that I could simply proclaim 
October as the month of some- 
thing without needing to meet 
any qualifications or adhere to 
guidelines. 

I mean, I understand dental 
hygiene is important, but does it 
really need to consume an entire 
month? There are only twelve af- 
ter all. 

Drew Prescott is a senior- 
journalism major. He can be 
reached at aprescott@mail. 
smcevt.edu. 
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The ‘Other’ Candidates Step Up to Speak 





By Patrick Cope 
Columns Editor 


Last week, at a Hilton Hotel 
in Chicago, the four third party 
candidates were given their 
own debate with no represen- 
tation from the Republican or 
Democratic parties. Moderated 
by Larry King and covered by 
Al-Jazeera America, this debate 
was centered on a wide variety of 
issues and called to mind many 
things which were sorely lacking 
in the previous presidential de- 
bates and, indeed, the 2012 race 
to the White House in general. 

The contenders in this min- 
iature race are Rocky Ander- 
son of the Justice Party, Virgil 
Goode of the Constitution Party, 
Gary Johnson of the Libertarian 
Party, and Jill Stein of the Green 
Party. Stein had previously made 
the news when her and her run- 
ning mate, Cheri Honkala were 
arrested outside of Hofstra Uni- 
versity for protesting their ex- 
clusion from the second presi- 
dential debate. 

The questions, which had 
been submitted to King via so- 
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(4 Instead of rebuking one another as their 
mainstream counterparts would have 
done, they used their rebuttal time instead 
to enhance each other’s message. 9 


cial media, ranged in content but 
tackled many important issues 
which the two mainstream can- 
didates have ignored or dodged. 

All of them, instead of re- 
buking one another as their 
mainstream counterparts would 
have done, used their rebuttal 
time instead to enhance each 
other’s message. On each ques- 
tion that was asked, they all 
seemed to come to some sort of 
understanding. 

The War on Drugs was a hot 
topic of conversation that night, 
specifically marijuana. All can- 
didates supported an immediate 


‘end to this so-called “war,” but 


not all supported legalization of 
marijuana. Virgil Goode was 
heavily critical of the amount of 
money that the US government 
was spending on drug enforce- 
ment; his primary platform in 
this campaign had been about re- 
ducing the deficit and balancing 
the budget. While he advocated 
for decriminalization so as not 
to spend too much on this issue, 
Goode was not, by any means, in 
favor of legalization. 

Rocky Anderson, on the 
other hand, supported not only 
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the legality of pot, but the le- 
gality of industrial hemp in the 
manufacturing of paper, cloth- 
ing, and other items. On his own 
campaign website, Anderson ac- 
knowledges that hemp has less 
than 0.3% THC content than 
actual marijuana and requires 
no herbicides or pesticides in its 
production. 

Rarely was the issue of 
the military industrial complex 
discussed in great depth in the 
presidential debate until now. 
All candidates could say beyond 
a reasonable doubt that defense 
spending must be cut and the 
U.S. should cease to be the over- 
seer to the world. Electing any 
one of these candidates would 
mean cessation of unmanned 
drone strikes, as well as an em- 
phasis on foreign policy that is 
based on international law, not 
oil. Even Goode seemed to be 
opposed to the creation of new 
wars unless, as he stated, “The 
Congress follows all riecessary 
steps towards submitting a for- 
mal declaration of war, as is re- 
quired by the Constitution.” 

Moving on to an issue which 
we all have come to know and 
love: student tuition rates. On 
this note, it’s rather surprising 
that there hasn’t been a sudden 
wave of support for the Green 
Party. At the debate, Jill Stein 
advocated for completely free 
college tuition which, she be- 
lieves, will save money and pro- 
vides economic stability for fu- 
ture generations. In order to fund 
educational opportunities of this 
caliber, we need look no further 
than the bailouts going to Wall 
Street corporations; take the tax 
money used to reward corrup- 
tion and use it to fund higher ed- 
ucation opportunities, two birds 
with one stone. 

Gary Johnson took a bit less 
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Dr. Jill Stein is a physician from Mass. and the Green Party nominee 
for the presidency. She has run on a platform of a “Green New Deal,” 
spreading a message of sustainable development in economics and the 


environment. 


extreme of an approach to this, 
but a strong one nonetheless. 
Johnson advocated for mass pro- 
test on student loan interest rates, 
claiming that if every student 
were to refuse to pay off loaners, 
then the rates would eventually 
drop; a bit of civil disobedience 
goes a long way, he said. 

Finally; there came a ques- 
tion that seemed to reflect the 
biggest bullet points of each can- 
didate’s platform: the question 
was “If you could propose any 
constitutional amendment, as 
president, what would it be?” 

Both Johnson and Goode 
were in agreement that the most 
important amendment that could 
be proposed would be one to set 
term limits in Congress so that 
they would be focused more on 
the interests of their people rath- 
er than their campaigns. 

Anderson, on the other 
hand, proposed something that 
had not been mentioned all 
night: an equal rights amend- 
ment for women and the LGBT 


community. This hypotheti- 


‘cal amendment could not only 


ban any form of discrimination 
against either group, but would 
also ensure that there would be 
a heavy political price to pay for 
any politician who didn’t uphold 
it. Jill Stein unequivocally an- 
swered that it should be made 
constitutionally known that cor- 
porations are not people. 

All candidates presented ex- 
cellent points and all kept up the 
same optimistic mindset for their 
election, even though it probably 
will not come to be. Larry King 
even said that these candidates 
“Were much like Don Quixote 
with their campaigns. However, 
the giant windmills do have a 
way of. stopping, eventually.” 
King’s metaphor may have been 
a message of what is to come in 
the future of American politics. 


Patrick Cope is junior jour- 
nalism major. He can be reached 
at pcope@mail.smcvt.edu 
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The Big Lies Behind the Political Game 


By Jack Mulderrig 
Guest Columnist 


As we draw closer to the 
upcoming presidential election, 
the notion of voter’s rights, a dis- 
enfranchised citizenry, and vari- 
ous methods of casting a ballot 
become issues of great impor- 
tance. The voting public inevi- 
tably asks: “does our vote really 
count?” 

We live in a democracy 
where you cast your ballot on 
Nov. 6 and your opinion is voiced 
and affirmed depending on the 
candidate you voted to elect. 
Unfortunately, the U.S. election 
process is not that simple and, 
perhaps, not that honorable. 

In a democracy, the power 
should reside with the people 
through participation (voting), 
competition (political parties), 
and liberty (freedom of speech/ 
assembly). However, unlike 
the early democracy of Athens, 
where small communities al- 
lowed individuals to participate 
in governance and policymak- 
ing, we live in a much larger 
community. According to the 
US Census Bureau, there are 
more than 314 million people 
living in the United States, a fact 
that requires us to rely upon an 
indirect democracy, in presiden- 
tial elections, where the public 
participates through elected rep- 
resentatives. 

Living in a democracy, it 


seems as though we all value 
our liberty over equality. Corpo- 
rations are now given the same 
rights as citizens. Whether it 
is Time Warner giving money 
to the Democrats or the Koch 
Brothers supporting its conser- 
vative agenda, special interests 
are allowed to dump millions 
into campaigns and have a much 
greater influence than the aver- 
age citizen. 

While some believe that big 
money in politics is a clear viola- 
tion of our rights as U.S. citizens, 
others believe that regulating 
campaign funding and enormous 
private donations is unconsti- 
tutional. Most people can agree 
that every citizen, rich or poor, 
irrespective of political ideology, 
deserves one equal vote. 

Regrettably, gerrymander- 
ing and voter ID laws are hinder- 
ing the ability to attain the goal of 
one person one vote. When con- 
sidering the process of redistrict- 
ing (gerrymandering), which 
occurs every ten years, the ma- 
jor goals are to have roughly the 
same number of people living in 
the district, protect minority in- 
terests, contiguity (district lines 
should be touching not weav- 
ing throughout the state), and 
protection of incumbents, while 
promoting electoral competition. 

However, because of gerry- 
mandering, goals that represent 
the interest of the citizens cannot 
be met and are replaced by the 


interests of the state legislator. 

According to Mathew Streb, 
author of “Rethinking Ameri- 
can Electoral Democracy,” ger- 
rymandering is diluting state 
minority representation. This is 
done through a system of “crack- 
ing and packing.” 

The intended consequence 
of cracking is to split up Afri- 
can American voters and other 
minority groups to prevent them 
from becoming a majority in the 
district. Packing is meant to in- 
crease African American and 
minority populations into one 
district and make these groups 
a non-factor in surrounding dis- 
tricts. 

The act of gerrymander- 
ing is a violation of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. The Act 
states that discriminatory voting 
practices, which are responsible 
for the disenfranchisement of 
African Americans in the United 
States, are unconstitutional. 

I believe that voter ID laws 
are in violation of the Voting 
Rights Act; however, according 
to the court decision in Craw- 
ford v. Marion County Election 
Board, voter ID laws are justi- 
fied to prevent fraud and reaf- 
firm voter confidence. 

The effect of voter ID laws 
is that anyone who cannot ob- 
tain a driver’s license or does 
not have the time or resources to 
obtain required forms of govern- 
ment ID cannot vote. There is no 


surprise that these laws lead to 
an unequal proportion of disen- 
franchised voters who are black, 
minorities or poor. 

Some, mainly conserva- 
tives, argue that voter ID laws 
protect against fraud. They fur- 
ther argue that everyone needs 
identification to fulfill basic 
tasks and to pursue a livelihood. 
The reality is that fraud is a sec- 
ondary issue when compared to 
the number of people being ex- 
cluded from voting. 

Further disproportional dis- 
enfranchisement of the African 
American voter occurs with the 
restriction enforced in the mat- 
ter of Felony Voting. According 
to the US Department of Justice, 
40.1 percent of male inmates in 
prison are African American. 
An ex-convict in any state, with 
the exception of Vermont and 
Maine, either temporarily or 
permanently foregoes his right 
to vote. The result is that one in 
six African American men loses 
their right to vote and is disen- 
franchised from the electoral 
process after they have served 
their debt to society. 

The effect of this we ob- 
served during the November 
2000 presidential election and 
the outcome in Florida. An in- 
vestigation conducted * by the 
U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights showed African Ameri- 
cans consisted of approximately 
11 percent of all voters. How- 


ever, 54 percent of the ballots 
that were rejected in that election 
were those of African American 
votes. Different ballot casting 
methods utilized in the election 
was also a factor. 

In poorer neighborhoods, 
with a higher minority popula- 
tion, most votes were cast using 
paper based punch-cards. In the 
more affluent white neighbor- 
hoods, they cast their votes us- 
ing electronic voting machines. 
These two methods of ballot 
casting made a significant dif- 
ference in Florida’s recounting 
stage during the 2000 general 
election. It is believed by many 
that these were some of the rea- 
sons George Bush won the state 
of Florida which, ultimately, de- 
cided the election. 

The 2000 presidential elec- 
tion was a perfect example of 
how the concept of “one person, 
one vote” is not the reality of our 
democracy. We saw a significant 
portion of African American 
and minority representation dis- 
enfranchised; the candidate win- 
ning the popular vote, Al Gore, 
lost the election in the Electoral 
College. Whether these factors 
will impact the 2012 general 
election remains to be seen. 

Jack Mulderrig is a junior 
political science and American 
studies double major. He can 
be reached at jmulderrig@mail. 
smcvt.edu 


Harsh Words Tainting the 2012 Election 





By Gracie Barney 
Guest Columnist 


Social media sites were 
overflowing with discussion of 
the debate, primarily Twitter, 
from Romney to Obama sup- 
porters. I was so happy to see so 
many people take an interest in 
the debate and use a social net- 
work platform to express their 
beliefs. I am huge advocate for 
people expressing their beliefs 
regardless if I agree with them 


or not. 

However, Ann _ Coulter, 
political commentator and con- 
servative, expressed her beliefs 
via Twitter in a disturbing way. 
On October 22, Coulter tweeted 
“I highly approve of Romney’s 
decision to be kind and gentle 
to the retard.” Most of the na- 
tion has assumed she is speak- 
ing about our current President, 
Barack Obama. 

Coulter is known for her 
drastic and often inappropriately 
comments so it should come as 
no shock to us that she would use 
the word “retard” as an insult. 
Coulter, who has called presi- 
dential candidate John Edwards 
a “faggot” and expressed how 
better off our country would be 
if women didn’t vote, has said 


“our blacks are so much better 
than their blacks” referring to 
former Republican presidential 
candidate Herman Cain. She has 
also compared liberals to the Ku 
Klux Klan. 

Coulter, who has been a 
political commentator since the 
early 1990’s, has never strayed 
from her poor journalism and of- 
fensive comments. 

As a Journalism major, who 
is constantly reminded to re- 
main objective and to be fair in 
my reporting, I am baffled by 
Coulter. She has said “I like to 
stir the pot” and “does not pre- 
tend to be impartial or balanced 
like broadcasters do.” Coulter 
makes no effort to be respectful, 
fair, or just in her reporting. It’s 
surprising, with her offensive 


and down right cruel comments, 
that she has had such a fruitful 
career. Coulter has made numer- 
ous appearances on “The Rush 
Limbaugh Show” and “Fox and 
Friends.” She is a New York 
Times Best Selling author. 

It is evident in Ann Coul- 
ter’s last comment referring to 
Obama as a “retard” she has no 
moral compass. The r-word is 
just as insulting and inappro- 
priate as any other slur. It could 
be argued that Coulter was not 
intending to insult the special 
needs community but knowing 
in which this derogatory term is 
used in, she should know better. 

It’s obvious that Coulter 
feels no remorse for her incon- 
siderate comment as she has yet 
to remove the tweet from Twit- 


ter. After a highly publicized 
letter written by John Stephens, 
a 30-year-old man with Down’s 
syndrome, speaking to Coulter 
about her offensive comments, 
she continues to leave the com- 
ment live on her twitter. 

Clearly, Coulter has no re- 
gard for anyone and is careless 
in her actions. It’s disturbing to 
know someone who graduated 
Cornell University cum laude 
and was trained at the National 
Journalism Center at Young 
America’s Foundation does not 
see how offensive, wrong, and 
completely unprofessional she is 
being. 

Gracie Barney is a junior 
journalism major. She can be 
reached at gbarney@mail. 


smcevt.edu. 
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M-M-Maybach Music’s Finest 





By Paul Palladino 
Executive Editor 


It’s impossible to talk about 
Meek Mill without talking about 
his boss, and the biggest ‘bawse’ 
in rap, Rick Ross. Meek went 
from unknown to star in two 
years under Ross’ guidance us- 
ing a vicious flow and energy 
unmatched in rap today. 

Earlier this year Ross 
dropped a mixtape, “Rich Forev- 
er,” that is still one of the top 10 
rap releases of the year. Trying to 
capitalize on the momentum of 
the mixtape, he put out his new 
album “God Forgives, I Don’t” 
in July. The album wasn’t bad by 
any means, but it failed to meet 
expectations nonetheless. 

Following the precedent 


set by his boss, Meek released 
“Dreamchasers 2” in May. It 
was filled with hits most notably 
featuring Drake and Big Sean 
on “Amen” and “Burn,” respec- 
tively. 

The Philadelphia rapper’s 
debut album, “Dreams and 
Nightmares,” follows the same 
formula of aggressive street raps 
mixed with a few heartfelt sto- 
ries in between that propelled 
him to fame during his “Dream- 
chasers” mixtape series. 

The difference between 
Ross and Meek is that Meek’s 
album is actually better than his 
mixtape. 

Both albums have power- 
ful titles that set the tone for the 
music that follows. Meek, for 
the most part, stayed on topic 
throughout “Dreams and Night- 
mares.” 

The opening title-track has 
Meek rapping about the joys of 
his life over a cinematic beat. “I 
used to pray for times like this, 
to rhyme like this/So I had to 
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grind like that to shine like this,” 
he spits. 

Midway through the song, 
the beat changes to the kind of 
menacing, bass heavy backdrop 
that he has consistently destroyed 
for the past two years. “Double 
M, yeah that’s my team/Rozay 
the captain, I’m the lieutenant,” 
he triumphantly proclaims. 

Lead single “Young & Get- 
ting It” is overflowing with au- 
totune and has an excellent hook 
from Kirko Bangz. The energy 
and beat make the autotune bear- 
able on the divisive song that is 
either loved or hated by fans. 

“Maybach Curtains” is an- 
other song about the “Dreams” 
that Meek has in his life. Joined 
by John Legend, Nas and Ross, 
the group proudly looks back at 
their rise to the top. Meek con- 
trasts the gold chains he wears 
now to the shackles that re- 
strained him in jail. 

The album goes deeper than 
the boastful rhymes on multiple 
tracks. “Traumatized” is one 
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of the most personal songs in 
Meek’s catalogue. Speaking to 
the man who murdered his father 
he raps “Cause I was only a tod- 
dler, you left me traumatized/ 
You made me man of the house 
and it was grinding time.” While 
the beat is calmer than others on 
the album, the pain and despera- 
tion in his rhymes still shines 
through. 

“Tony Story (Pt. 2)” contin- 
ues the story from his “Dream- 
chasers” series where he details 
the breakdown of a friendship 
that leads to murder. 

The two songs clearly repre- 
sent the “Nightmares” of grow- 
ing up poor in Philadelphia. 

For all its strengths, the al- 
bum is not flawless. There is a 
sharp drop-off in terms of qual- 
ity on the latter portion of the al- 
bum. The final three songs don’t 
contribute anything to the album 
and should have been cut. 

Another head scratcher is 
the Trey Songz-assisted “Lay 
Up.” While the song is catchy 
and the verses from Meek, Ross 
and labelmate Wale are strong, it 
doesn’t fit into the theme of the 
album. The pop beat doesn’t fit 
sonically with the harsh stories 
being told about life growing up 
in Philadelphia. 

The weaknesses don’t take 
away from the positives of the 
album. 

Meek put out a strong, albeit 
imperfect, album that will surely 
keep his core fan base satisfied. 
With the growth shown from his 
previous mixtapes, it is clear that 
he has not plateaued as a rapper. 

Meek’s relationship with 
Ross has evolved from teacher- 
student to equals. 

Ross makes his third ap- 
pearnce on “Believe It.” Over 
another booming, eery beat, 
they both feel right at home. 
Ross manages to name drop both 
Justin Bieber and Miley Cyrus 
on the hook and gives a standout 
verse also. 

The noteworthy part of the 
song is how Meek ends his verse: 
“T ball hard like Lebron James/ 
And Rozay D-Wade.” 

In his own words,Meek has 
gone from lieuenant to the best 
player. It is a bold declaration, 
but it is hard to argue against it. 
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‘Pikachu, | choose you. 
-Gotta Catch The One 


IS MARY ANN KELLY 
SINGLE? BY FAR THE HOTTEST 
GIRL IN THE SCHOOL. 
-Desperado 


¥ The boy in the black shirt 
sitting alone in alliot and then 
went to the mailroom....you’re 
wicked attractive and should 
probably say hi next time :-) 


-Paint it Black 


* I like you, | think you like me, 
Maybe we can work it out... Just 
have to work up the courage to 
tell you what’s on my mind. 
-Red Heart of Courage 


Halloweekend!!! the 
weekend of ghosts, ghouls, 
and forgetting your own damn 
name. All the smc boys (and 
maybe some of you girls) hit 
me up. 

-Spooky Surprise 


Ponytail boy you will be mine. 


-Hippie-Hubby 


Peter Keefe (aka Bow 
tie Boy), We should study 
sometime..... each others 
bodies! 


-Your secret admirer <3 


© Who is that sexy boy that 
looks like he should be in my 
bed everyday all day? tan, 
awesome bod, looks like taylor 
lautner. come find me boyy! ;) 


-Lautner-Lover 
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Youth Shows Promise for Swimming and Diving 
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First-year Luci Franklin practices her butterfly stroke Thursday. Franklin is one of six first-years on the 
women’s swimming and diying roster. 


By Eli Diebold 
Staff Writer 


The men and women’s 
swimming and diving teams 
come into this season with simi- 
lar goals despite different results 
last year. The men finished 2-8 
while the women finished just 
above .500 at 5-4 in 2011-12. 
The addition of youth will hope- 
fully spark each roster this win- 
ter. 

This year both teams have 


a solid number of first-years 
on the roster; almost half of the 
men’s team is first-years while 
the women’s team includes six. 
While the lack of experience 
may seem like a problem, men’s 
co-captain Andrew Marshall is 
excited for the role that the new- 
comers will play. 

“This freshmen class is es- 
pecially good compared to re- 
cent years as they bring a wide 
range of skills and strengths that 
are always nice to have on team,” 





Marshall said. 

One first-year, Brandon 
MacPherson, is only in his sec- 
ond year of swimming competi- 
tively, but has already shown 
serious promise, according to 
Marshall. In the first inter-squad 
meet of the year, MacPherson 
finished first in the 100-meter 
freestyle. Last year, St. Mi- 
chael’s was only able to win 
this event three times during the 
course of the entire season. 

Another first-year on the 


radar of women’s co-captain 
Emma Hauser is Ally James. 
James is the first female diver 
that the team has had in a couple 
years, according to Hauser. 

“It’s going to be really nice 
to have a female diver on the 
team,” Hauser said. “It’s been a 
while since we’ve had a good fe- 
male diver, so she’s going to be 
something to look out for.” 

Head coach Eileen Hall ex- 
pects that a number of first-years 
will make good contributions to 
the team as well, but she also is 
looking for upperclassmen like 
Marshall to continue improving 
and making a difference in the 
pool. 

“Andrew is going to rock 
this year,” Hall said. “He com- 
mitted to taking care of himself 
and doing things differently and 
he’s just shredding training ev- 
ery day.” 

Last year the men’s team 
finished the season with just two 
victories, a number that Mar- 
shall hopes to improve on this 
year. Along with increasing the 
win total for the team, Marshall 
and Hauser hope that each swim- 
mer will match or beat their best 
individual times. Marshall is 
especially looking forward to 
swimming against Norwich Uni- 
versity, which the men’s team 
has not defeated since the 2009- 
2010 season. 

“Norwich is probably our 
closest competitor and rival,” 
Marshall said. “We swim against 


them twice a year, whereas most 
schools we only compete against 
once.” 

Although performance is 
often what is looked at most, 
Hall believes that this year the 
team chemistry will play a vital 
role in the success of the team. 

“This is a group of people 
who are remarkably close and 
remarkably dedicated to doing 
things well,” Hall said. “They 
embrace challenge with an at- 
titude that’s amazing and that’s 
why they’re successful. They’re 
successful because they care 
about each other and they choose 
to do those hard things together.” 

While both the coach and 
captains are hopeful that the 
younger swimmers will per- 
form well in the pool, they are 
also stressing the importance of | 
academic success. Last year the 
women’s team held a collective 
GPA of 3.4 after setting a goal 
of 3.0, according to Hauser. This 
year the team is raising the bar, 
hoping to maintain a team GPA 
of at least 3.1. 

“We want to continue to im- 
prove our swim team’s overall 
GPA,” Marshall said. “Academ- 
ics is always an important part 
of our team, and we really strive 
to make sure every person, espe- 
cially the first-year’s, knows that 
being a student-athlete here at — 
St. Mike’s means being an ath- 
lete second and being a student 
first.” 





The value of a liberal arts 
education is expensive, but cred- 
ible on several levels. Students 
learn more about themselves 
while being informed about im- 
portant issues outside of campus. 
However, I am wondering if I’m 
getting a full liberal arts experi- 
ence on campus. For the most 
part, I have enjoyed the majority 
of my three and a half years at 
St. Michael’s, but I have one re- 
gret during my decision process 
years prior. 

I miss football. 

College football is a key 
source of community on cam- 
puses and something our student 
body is missing. St. Michael’s 
does an admirable job of bring- 
ing of students together through 


MOVE programs and the heavi- 
ly applauded orientation process. 
But, if you ask me there would 
be nothing better than waking 
up Saturday morning firing up 
the grill and enjoying a few cold 
ones in preparation for an after- 
noon of football. 

There’s something special 
about college football because 
it’s not always about the money. 
It’s true nowadays that more and 
more high-profile players like 
Cam Newton are influenced by 
money to play at elite Division 
I schools, but for the most part 
the game is played by hungry 
individuals who live to strap on 
the pads each weekend. College 
football is about school pride, 
rivalry, homecoming games, 





tailgating and the overall experi- 
ence of Saturday. 

There was once a time on 
campus where football was 
prevalent with the likes of Frank 


Gifford, Tom Landry and Vince ~ 


Lombardi playing and coach- 
ing on the same 300s field that 
we walk across. In 1951, the St. 
Michael’s football team went 6-0 
and finished the year as New 
England Champions. Their sti- 
fling defense that year only al- 
lowed 314 passing yards. Sadly, 
when we talk about athletic suc- 
cess at St. Michael’s we usually 
have to look back a century. 
Vermont has never been a 
hotbed for football as they are 
ranked second-to-last in the 
ESPN database for high school 


football. Also. The state of Ver- 
mont only has three college foot- 
ball programs: Middlebury, Nor- 
wich and Castleton State. 

I don’t see the addition of 
a football program even being 
a thought in the minds of those 
working inside the athletic de- 
partment. There are a number 
of areas that would need to be 
covered financially if the team 
was ever reintroduced. Expens- 
es like equipment, travel fees, 
finding a coaching staff and pos- 
sible scholarships only round out 
a few of the bigger objectives 
that support a football program. 
These expenses do not match 
well with the current budget of 
the athletic department, but if 
the story changes in decades to 


come I encourage the depart- 
ment to explore these measures. 

I applaud the hard-work and 
dedication put in the by the 500 
or so student-athletes on campus 
who balance their hectic sched- 
ules to represent the school on — 
and off the field. However, at- 
tending basketball and soccer 
games with empty bleachers 
and pestering crowd control just 
doesn’t do it for me. 

Through my research of 
graduate programs, I have been 
looking at bigger schools with 
prominent football programs so 
I can take pride in something 
during the weekends. I guess for 
now I'll live my college football 
dreams through my seat on the 
couch. 
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University of Vermont Challenges St. Michael’s 


Men's and women’s basketball teams from St. Michael’s and UVM battle in exhibition games 
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Photo (Right): Holton, Jr. speaks 
with teammate Crawford II after 
a timeout. 











Photo (Right): Junior guard Cara 
Deroy sets up the offense during a 
possession against the University 
of Vermont on Saturday, Oct. 27. 


Photo (Far Right): Captain Me- 
gan Olsen looks for an open team- 
mate as she is surrounded by three 
University of Vermont defenders 
during the annual St. Michael’s, 











Photo (Left): Sophomore guard 
Corey Crawford II drives to the 
hoop during an exhibition game 
against the University of Ver- 
mont on Friday. The Catamounts 
defeated both the St. Michael’s 
men’s and women’s teams. The 
Purple Knight men lost by a score 
of 68-58, while the women were 
upended 69-52. 


Photo (Left): From left to right, 
Michael Holton, Jr., Dom Ditlef- 
sen, and Derek Knutty listen as 
a new play is drawn up during a 
timeout. 








UVM scrimmage on Saturday. 
Photo by Chris Elbag 
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By Gabbi Hall 
Sports Editor 


The St. Michael’s men’s ice 
hockey team starts the Eastern 
Collegiate Athletic Conference 
season this week, following 
the release of the ECAC pre- 
season coaches’ poll where it’s 
last in the division. The first 
conference game for the Purple 
Knights is against Norwich 
University, which was picked in 
the same poll to finish first, on 
Nov. 3. Captain Dan Evarts said 
Norwich will be its toughest op- 
ponent. : 

“They’re always the num- 
ber one team in the country, so 
that’ll be a big game,” Evarts 
said. “They’re the team that we 
want to beat.” 

At the forefront of the St. 
Michael’s tactics are new coach- 
es and a new attitude. Following 
the resignation of former head 
coach Chris Davidson in late 
July, St. Michael’s hired Damian 
DiGiulian, the third coach in the 
history of St. Michael’s men’s ice 
hockey in order take the team in 
a new direction. 

“T couldn’t have been luck- 
ier to have come into a situation 
where it was easy to get guys on 
board as to what we’re doing,” 
DiGiulian said. “They are all 
open-minded.” 

“T think it’s gone a lot 
smoother than anyone anticipat- 
ed,” said Evarts who is entering 
is fourth season on the team. 

DiGiulian has over two de- 
cades of coaching experience, 
including time at the high school 
and college level. From the 1997- 
98 season through 2005-06, 
DiGiulian worked as the assis- 


peFENDERSIFPORTS 


New Coaches, New Policies, New Speed 


Men’s ice hockey is working to change it’s reputation on campus as the 2012-13 season begins 


tant coach for the University of 
Vermont men’s ice hockey team, 
a NCAA Division I team. for 
the next two seasons, Middle- 
bury College men’s ice hockey, a 
NCAA Division III team, housed 
DiGuilian as an assistant coach. 
Most recently, DiGiulian created 
the men’s ice hockey program at 
Rice Memorial High School. 

“He has a very specific 
way he runs this team,” Evarts 
said. “He has high expectations 
for everybody, which is really a 
good thing at the college level 
and something we haven’t al- 
ways had.” 

DiGiulian knows what he 
wants and makes sure his team 
lives by high standards. Part 
of the transition has included 
changes to off the ice behavior 
for the team. 

“He requires us to sit in the 
front three rows of every class,” 
Evarts said. “He doesn’t let us 
wear hats. We’re not allowed to 
listen to any rap music in the 
locker room. We’re not allowed 
to have our cell phones with us 
at practice. There’s no swearing 
during practice.” 

In addition to his new poli- 
cies, DiGiulian brought on a new 
assistant coach. Adam Berger 
started with the team in mid- 
September. 

“l’ve known Adam since he 
was knee-high to a grasshopper,” 
DiGiulian said. “He expressed 
interest in this job and has shown 
to be extremely capable.” 

Berger’s primary duties 
with the team include recruiting, 
video analysis, and on-ice coach- 
ing. As a Burlington native, he’s 
been invested in St. Michael’s ice 
hockey for a long time. 
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Head coach Damian DiGiulian runs a men’s ice hockey practice at Cairns Arena early Thursday morning. 


The team fell to SUNY Potsdam in its first game of the season on Friday. 


“T grew up here watching 
St. Mike’s hockey play back dur- 
ing the Lou DiMasi era,” Berger 
said. 

“We need to start and get 
back to the tradition that it 
was back in the late 90s, early 
2000s,” Berger said. 

It is not just the coaches who 
want change for the team. The 
captains are hoping to alter the 
its reputation. 

“We definitely, off the ice, 
have developed a negative repu- 
tation and that’s something that 
we as captains and our coaching 
staff really want to see change,” 
Evarts said. “Josh (Geary) and I 
have talked about it a lot and we 


- The Week Ahead in Sports: Oct. 30-Nov. 5 


Cross-Country: 
Nov. 3 at Mine Falls Park, NH 


Men’s Ice Hockey: 
Nov. 3 at Norwich 


Women’s Ice Hockey: 
Nov. 2 vs. New England 
College at St. Michael's 


Nov. 3 vs. Castleton State 
_ at St. Michael's 


> 


Volleyball: 
Oct. 30 vs.SNHU 
atSt.MichaelS 








really want to leave at the end of 
this year, having the team at a 
better place.” 

On the ice, DiGiulian sees 
strengths that will contribute to 
the team’s success. 

“T love our speed,” DiGuil- 
ian said. “I think we’re really, re- 
ally fast.” 

That speed will come in 
handy with DiGiulian’s on-ice 
tactics for the team. 

“The new coach is all about 
offensively being creative and 
defensively being disciplined,” 
Evarts said. 

While a coach can present 
a strategy, it is up to the players 
to execute it. This year there are 


Current Sport Standings — 


several stand out players on the 
team. 

“We have Kevin Altidor,” 
Evarts said. “He’s a freshman 
and he’s a very talented player. 
Our captain Josh Geary’s just a 
very talented offensive threat.” 

The St. Michael’s communi- 
ty can see if the men’s ice hockey 
team’s new techniques will boost 
them in this year’s ECAC rank- 
ings. 

“We know we’re going to be 
the underdog in most games, so 
for us that’s something we just 
have to use to our advantage,” 
Evarts said. 
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